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Egypt questions Israelis good faith 

ROME (K) — Egypt Svndv; cast dkwbt Mtr Israel’s good EaJtii in the 
search for peace in the Middle East. “(Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak) 
Sbamir is creating rtfffkattks. He cannot come to the negotiating table 
bmpoing Ms own point of view,” Foreign Minister Esmat Abdul Mtgsid 
said- “T ask mjsdf S’ brad reaBy is acting in good faith, or if tHs is jnst a 
way of playing for tme.” he told the Rome ue w spaper B Messaggero in an 
interview made avafiaMe to Renters ahead of pobfication. lli. Secretary of 
State James Baker has proposed a five-point peace plan wfaddi tnduden Uk 
first direct talks between Israel and the Palestinian Liberation Organisa- 
tion (FLO). Bat Shamir has repeatedly refused to negotiate with the FLO. 
Abdul Megnid said in his taler-view: “I’ve taken put in many negotia- 
tions... and INe never beard of one party trying to nominate the other, 
side's delegation, as Israel Is trying to do, today, with the Palestinians-” He 
added that European Community members could help persuade Israel to 
talk to the PLO by “sc ndrn g material aid to Palestinians under occupation, 
and by opposing violations of inmw" rights.” 
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By Nenneen Murad 

Jordan -Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN f— . Jordan today 
embarks , on a new era in its 
history with the co n v enin g of its 
11th parliament, symbolising the 


ly die issue of martial law and 
PalestmianJoidanian relations. 

His Majesty is also expected to 
OB&ae the government’s inten- 




after what was widely seen as the 
most honest and free elections in 
the Arab World. t 

As : the domed Parliament 
Hopse in Amman reawakens to- 
day aftera 15-month slumber, tbe 
fntarc oourse of the country wifl 
also be stalled in a speech 
delivered byHJs Majesty King 
Hussein from thcThrone outlin- 
ing tfc guidelines and framework 
of political, social, economic. and 
ffljtmal life of tbs "Krngrtom 
The opening session will be 
attended ny the 80-member Low- 
er House of FarBament, elected 
on Nov. 8, and. the newly 
appointed 40-member Upper 
House (senate) in addition to 
hundreds of notables in the 
Jordanian sodefy, including trib- 
al leaders, fonder paifiamenta- 
rians, ministers, top-level officials 
and others. • > . . 

Although no details of the 
Kinrfs- speech were available by 
Sunday, evening, it is ejected 
that the Eng will endeavour to 
clarify issues which representa- 
tives MgfafightedmtlOT cam- 
paigns before elections, espedal- 


stts Ml)* .and others. 

recervrtj. Although nb details of the 
31 Xing’s speech were available by 
J e «s fe Sunday, evemng, it is expected 
tfesc'^x that the Eng wffl endeavour to 
Rei 4’ , t clarify issues which representa- 
2une in l£ tives hi ghlighte d in their cam- 
up there; paigns before elections, especial- 
tad hs ■ ^ — " 

US* Crown Prince 
vJtej urges more , . 
ra£5 coordination; 
a5r between-Uf.N. S 
— agencies and 
Jordan 

AMMAN YJ.T.) — His Royal 
nm Highness Grown Prince Hassan 

zjri Sunday urged enhanced coopera- 

__ L. tint between various United Na- 

! tions agencies on die . one hand 

{ | and Jordanian government m- 

i~j stitutions and organisations on 

gjgg the other towards taking foil 

■i advantage of the Kingdom’s 

H ‘ potentials and resources in its 
I development. 

p . In a meeting with a delegation 
— H representing various United Nar 

-j J tions agencies cm a two-week visit 

BBs to Jordan, the Crown Prince also 
i. emphasised the need for em- 

~ fj ploying science and technology, in 

"Tj die various fields of development 

— H with a view to meeting the re-. 

_j— ■ qmrementa. resulting, from the 

_;_J population growth in Jordan, the 

im Jordan News Agency, Petra, re- 

prated. 

-t - ) In this xontext, tfceGrown 
-4-j Prince also noted that migration 

J from rural areas '-to -dries and 

town had ocmtributed to increas- 

■~~j. focus to be 

given-to economically developing 
rural regions of the Kingdom. 

The delegation members, who 
' arc here uprat ra mvitetira from . 
u:t the Higher Council for Stience 
mw* and Technology, said tbe purpose 
of their visit , was to fmxriZtarise 
themselves with tins various pro- 
jects and programmes of Jordan 
insdetice and technology and to 
iZ* e enhance coordination. 


tivejpower to work together to- 
wards developing the judicial and 
legislative authorities in accord- 
ance with the needs and realities 
of the Kingdom. King Hussein, 
according to observers, will take 
the first step towards narrowing 
the gap between the government 
and legislative authority. 

All go v ernm ent departments 
and public institutions as well as 
public and private schools in the 
‘ Greater Amman area will be 
dosed Monday to mark tbe occa- 
sion of the opening of Parlia- 
ment, convening for the first time 
since July 1988 when the King 
dissolved it to absorb the reality 
of die Kingdom’s severance erf 
finks with the Israeli-occupied 
.West Bank. 

The 120 members of Partia- 
ment will be officially sworn in 
separate sessions of the two 
braises held immediate^r after the 
opening ceremony, winch will be 
preceded and followed by a series 
of colourful protocol proceed- 


The Senate session will not 
bold any major s u r prise s since the 
speaker of the house is 
appointed. But, it will name a 
committee to prepare a reply to 


foe King’s speech and elect its 
various committees as well as two 
deputy speakers. 

The session win be chaired by 
Ahmad AJ Laws, who was reap- 
pointed by tbe Eng as a series of 
royal decrees issued last week. 
The decrees wQl be read out at 
tile outset of tbe session. 

Each senator will pledge to 
“remain faithful to the King and 
the Motherland, to protect the 
Constitution, serve the Nation 
and fulfil my allocated duties as 
well as I can.” 

The Senate session will be im- 
mediately followed by a regular 
session of tbe Lower House 
which will be chaired by the 
oldest deputy as temporary 
speaker. Ycpusef Mbaideen , 

who, according to information 
available to the Jordan Times, is 
the oldest, win assume the chair 
until the formal election of 
speaker Monday. 

Tbe name of each deputy-elect 
is read out and each takes the 
constitutional oath before plung- 
ing into what is expected to be 
one' of the most unpredictable 
election of a Lower House 
speaker. 

The deputies are asked to 
nominate candidates for speak- 
ership amnng them and blank 
ballot cards arc. distributed. Tbe 
balloting is confidential and de- 
puties cast their ballots as their 


names are called out by the 
secretary general of the Parlia- 
ment, Hani Khair. 

When the voting is completed 
the ballots are read and 
announced one by one. The 
candidate to win the first round of 
balloting has to secure an abso- 
lute majority of 41 votes. If no- 
one manages to secure an abso- 
lute majority in the first round, 
the top two scorers are pitted 
against each other in a second 
round in which a ample majority 
is sufficient to win the race. 

The new speaker is then invited 
by the temporary speaker to take 
his seat and tbe representatives 
elect two deputy speakers. The 
representatives have to also elect 
the committees of the Houses as 
well as a committee which will 
prepare the answer to the speech 
from tbe throne. 

Race for speakership 

The race for speakership seems 
to be diminfehing in scale as with 
three declared candidates vying 
for the position while one of them 
ad mi t s that Ms chances are slim. 
S n Jarman Aral and Yonsef Mbai- 
deen seem to be competing neck 
to neck for the speakershipoffice 
while Laith Shbeilat is projected 
to fall far behind. 

Many observers predict thaf 
Aiar may be able to secure an 
absolute majority in tbe first 




Hrawi serves ultimatum on Aoun 


CHTOURA (Agencies) — New- 
ly elected President Enas Hrawi 
said Sunday he would replace 
Michel Apun with a new. army 
commander witbin 48 hours if hie 
continues to challenge tbe fledgl- 
ing government. 

“If he persists... I must say 
with much regret that he will have 
to bear the consequences,” Hra- 
wi told reporters at his temporary 
headquarters in tins Bekaa Yafley 
town. 

“He still is the general of the 
army, perhaps for no more than 
48 brans, after which, if he stays, 
he wifl become an officer of this 
army,” Hrawi said. “You will 
know the name erf the new com- 
mander of the army by Wednes- 
day morning.” 

HrawTs statement came after 
parliament approved a new 
cabinet that pledged to extend its 
control over all Lebanon, indnd- 
ing the Christian eodave control- 
led by Aram. 

Masonite Patriarch Nasraflah 
Sfeir said in a sermon Sunday that 
war clouds were gathering over 
the country. 

Parliament approved the new 
cabinet under Prime Minister 
Salim A1 Boss, with all de- 
puties in attendance voting for 
the 14 men. from all major sects 
charged with hying to end the 
civil war. 

The vote was reported by In- 
fa nn afio n Minister Edmond Rizk 
after the parliamentary meeting 
Sunday in the four-storey Para 
. Hotel in the Bekaa Valley town 
of .Chtoora, 37 kilometres east of 
Beirut: ... 

Addressing the session before 
the vote, Hoss pledged his gov- 
ernment would seek to “reestab- 
lish state authority, law and order 


Sharif Zeid 
congratulates 
Salim AlHoss 

AMMAN (Petra) — Prime 
Minister Sharif Zdd Boi Shak- 
er Sunday scut a cable to 
Lebanese Prime Minister Salim 
Al Boas congratulating him on 
being reappointed as prime 
minister. 

Sharff Zeid wished Hoss suc- 
cess in Ms mission, and paid 
tribute to the Lebanese people 
for their determination to pur- 
sue Ml efforts to achieve nation- 
al rcconfifiatfon. The prime 
- minister wished the Lebanese 
people success in overcoming 
c h allenges and in preserving 
their country’s unity and 
s o v e rei g n ty. 

on all Lebanon's territory” under 
an Arab Ixagpe-brokered peace 
plan endorsed by parliament in 
Taif, Sa ud i Arabia, Oct. 24. The 
first president elected to carry out 
the plan, Rene Muawad, was 
assassinated Nov. 22 before Hoss 
formed a government 
Hrawi vowed to take pos- 
session of tile presidential {dace 
in the Christian suburb of Baab- 
da, a sheU-nrined building be-" 
neath which Aoun lives and 
works in a fortified bunker. 

“Even if there is only one room 
left in Baabda after we put an end 
to the atmosphere in east Beirut, 
my residence will be in Baabda,” 
he told, reporters. . 

- A Muslim deputy told Reuters 
the government was contemplat- 
ing a direct thrust al tbe Baabda 
palace - not an invasion of the 



ESas Hrawi 

entire Christian enclave. 

Parliamentary sources said 
Hrawi’s cabinet had delayed its 
first overt move against Aoun at 
tbe request of unnamed 
mediators. 

A formal decree dismissing 
Aoun as army commander was 
postponed until Tuesday. 

“Until now,” Hrawi told repor- 
ters, “he (Aoun) is stOi a general 
in foe army and president of tbe 
military council. He may within 
the next 48 hours become an 
officer in this army.” 

■ “I will in no way allow two 
governments cm Lebanese terri- 
tory. In this case unfortunately 
they (Aoun’s government) wiD 
have to bear tbe consequences.” 

Both sides report that Syria is 
concentrating troops near the di- 
vide which runs through the heart 
of the capital, Beirut, and en- 
closes about a quarter of the 
country curving east and north. 

Aoun inherited power in the 
enclave when the presidency was 
vacant for more than a year. 


The post was filled on Nov. 5 
by the election of Muawad under 
the Arpb League peace plan. 
Muawad was killed after 17 days 
by a bomb which Syria and us 
allies Marne on Aoun. 

Aoun told a French television 
interviewer Sunday he had noted 
Syrian troops movements near 
the enclave. 

Asked if be would order his' 
15fi00-man army to surrender,' 
Aoun replied: “No. I will defend 
myself.” 

Syria has 33,000 troops in 
Lebanon. Security sources say 
5,000 of them have moved into 
position around the enclave. 

Outside the enclave there are 
also some 15,000 mainly-Muslim 
Lebanese troops in units which 
acknowledge the reestablished 
presidency, plus various Drtzze 
and Muslim militia forces. 

Inside tbe enclave, a right-wing 
Christian militia, the Lebanese 
Forces, has 10,000 men under 
arms but has taken an ambiguous 
position in the current power 
struggle. 

The cabinet received a vote of 
confidence from parliament Sun- 
day after vowing to use all its 
strength to reunify the country 
and end 14 years of civil war. • 

Hrawi chaired Sunday's 
cabinet meeting in Chtoura. 
Three key ministers, two Christ- 
ians and a Shfite Muslim, were 
absent. 

“The government will not 
allow any adventure to threaten 
the national fate,” a cabinet poli- 
cy statement said. 

“It (tbs government) pledges 
to deploy "all capabilities to work 
for tbe elimination of the current 

(Continued on page 3) 


The Jordanian experiment — a catalyst 
towards democratisation in the region 


Ay Ghadeer Taber 

Jordan Throat Staff Writer 

AMMAN — The winds of 
change which have 
reawakened Jordan’s riumber- 
ing parliamentary fife after 22 
years and heralded the King- 
dom’s first surefooted steps 
into democracy inky have cheep 
implications for other coun- 
tries in tiie regies* whiclr have 
not yet taken tire road to popu- 
lar : participation in charting 
their course. 

Many observers befieve thai 
the Tauijficatkms - of Jordan's 
pai fi me u ta ry elections will not . 
be interualfy contained but will) 
have spifloOTBr effects in nrigb- ' 
bouriag countries, aL beitgra- 


snccess ofJordan'-S ex- 


periment wffi have an influence 
on many of the countries 
bordering Jordan,” said 
Sadedtim Ibrahim, secretary-, 
general of the Amman-based 
Arab Thought Forum (ATT)- 
M Anything that h a ppens in 
an Arab country has a chamef- 
fect m tiie region; it is tire 
power of example, tbe power 
erf demonstration,” Ibrahim, a 
sociology professor at the 
American University of Cairo 
(AUC), told the Jordan Times. 

* Analyst Jawad Al Anairi 
agrees that Jordan’s experi- 
ment, which allowed candi- 
dates of all political persua- 
sions to contest the polls with 
no constraints whatsoever de- 
fies have been teume^sE^ 
1957, will set an ex&nple in the 


region. He asserts that it will 
demonstrate that “democra- 
tisation is not hazardous to 
regimes.” According to Anani, 
foe fact that the government 
did not field a party in the 
elections and the openness and 
fairness demonstrated in tbe 
polling process ccm tribute to 
this emphasis - 

Assad -Abdul Rahman, 
director-general of the Shoman 
Foundation, believes- that 
“some countries in the region 
would not exactly be very hap- 
py about tiie experiment in 
Jordan because they are 
already under pressure to 
democratise from outside the 
region.” 

An Arab diplomat, who pre- 
ferred anonymity, argued that 
the freedom that Jordan ex- 


tended to known political 
activists to run the elections 
with unofficial blocs “has 
added to nervousness in neigh- 
bouring countries” sparked by 
strong showing in the polls by 
the Muslim Brotherhood and 
other “Islamists.” 

“Some of these countries do 
not even allow any organised 
activity by the Brotherhood,” 
the diplomat noted. The strong 
showing of tbe Islamists could 
encourage similar parties in 
other countries, which would 
threaten tbe regimes that have 
imposed strict curbs on them, 
hejpointed out. 

Ibrahim apparently supports 
this assessment. “Jordan’s, 
leaders and the Muslim- 
Brotherhood have had a civil- 
ised relationship over the past; 


30-35 years,” he said. “Thu; is 
not the case with other regimes 
in tiie region.” 

Another analyst asserts that 
the apprehension of some 
countries is evidenced by tiie 
sflence from leaders sceptical 
of democracy. 

Many analysts and diplomats 
agree that the “fiarness and 
honesty” erf tiie election could 
very well put pressure on coun- 
tries hesitant to initiate modest 
democratic r e forms, but they 
also assert the change will 
crane gradnally. 

“I expect tbe change to 
crane gradually and it will 
probably take place reluctantly 
— one step forward, two steps 
backward...” Ibrahim said. 

(Continued on page 3) 


Budget Department explains 
provisions in 1990 budget 


round of balloting if at least 10 
members of the “democratic 
bloc” decide to cast their votes 
for the former interior minister as 
a first choice rather than a second 
to Shbeilat. Arar has already said 
that he is guaranteed 31 to 34 
votes without the bloc's support. 

If however, the Woe derides to 
vote for Shbeilat in the first round 
as a show of support, then the 
race will move to a second round. 

Mbaideen win not be able to 
secure the 41 votes in the first 
round since several Islamists, in- 
cluding Shbeilat, Yacoub Oar- 
rash and Ah Al Faqir, are not 
expected to vote for mm. Other 
Islamists who may not agree with 
(Continued on page 3) 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Budget 
Department Sunday issued a 
statement outlining the main 
principles adopted by the govern- 
ment m tbe course of preparing 
the 1990 fiscal budget, which was 
endorsed by the Council of Mmis- 
tezs at Saturday. 

The statement said that the 
budget of JD 1,105.812,000 took 
into consideration Jordan’s en- 
deavours to achieve the economic 
adjustment programme, to in- 
crease self reliance and to boost 
production and exports. 

It said the JD 199 million de- 
ficit, up from JD 122 million in. 
1989, was equivalent to 16.5 per 
cent of the gross domestic pro- 
duct in 1990, down from 20.2 per 
cent in 1989 and 24 per cent in 
1988. 

The statement said that the 
budget was based on the follow- 
ing principles: 

1. The general effort to increase 
local revenues and self-reliance. 

2. On tiie assumption that finan- 
cial aid coming to the treasury 
wifl reach JD 162.6 million, of 
which JD 152.1 million will come 
from Arab countries. 

3. Saving the greatest possible 
amount of capital expenditure. 

4. Maintaining a reasonable level 
of social services. 

5. Maintaining subsidy for com- 
modities, for which JD 60 million 
has been allocated. 

The statement noted that the 
fiscal budget bas been divided 
into: 

1. Recurrent budget. 

2. Capital budget. 


Arab talks • 
on peace 
process 
postponed 

TUNIS (Agencies) — The Arab 
League postponed an emergency 
foreign ministers meeting set for 
Sunday in Tunis and is consulting 
Arab countries on a new date to 
discuss die Middle East peace 
process, a league spokesman 


Arab diplomats said the meet- 
ing was postponed because only 
one minister, Tareq Aziz of Iraq, 
had arrived in Turns in time. 

“The date was not suitable for 
a large number of ministers. It 
could take place within two or 
three days,” one ambassador told 
Renters. 

The Palestine liberation Orga- 
nisation (FLO) asked for the 
meeting on Nov. 17 to talk about 
Israel's attitude towards negotia- 
tions and peace initiatives in the 
Middle East. 

League spokesman Moham- 
mad Maghnbi told reporters 
ministers consulted Saturday by 
telephone had agreed that a 
meeting was “not opportune” at 
present 

“The meeting was too hastily 
convened,” Maghribi said. 
“There was not sufficient time to 
prepare for ft.” 

The league held its last frill 
meeting Sept 13 to discuss a long 
list of subjects including Middle 
East peace proposals, the after- 
math of the Gif war and tbe 
European- Arab dialogue. 

Sunday’s gathering of the 22- 
member league had been called 
by the PLO with the sole ramose 
of discusring the Israeli-Palesti- 
nian conflict. 

But unofficially, the ministers 
were also bound to discuss the 
consequences of the assassination 
Wednesday of Lebanese Presi- 
dent Rene Muawad and the elec- 
tion of Elias Hrawi to succeed 
hnn. 

The league had announced the 
day before that the council was to 
meet Sunday. League officials 
said later that the situation in 
Lebanon “dearly modified the 
picture,” even though Hrawi was 
named in record time to take over 
the country’s leadership. 

By Tuesday, the day before the 
assassination, 13 states had ex- 
pressed approval of the meeting 
requested by the FLO. But by 
Saturday, ft appeared that only 
Iraq and the Sultanate of Oman 
— which had presided over the 
Sept. 13 meeting — had dele- 
gated their foreign ministers to 

(Continued on page 3) 


3. Financing budget. 

Domestic and external loans to 
Jordan mil not appear under 
revenues but under the third 
clause: financing budget, the 
statement added. 

Following are main categories 
of the 1990 budget as endorsed by 
the council of ministers: 

1. Revenues: 

• a. Local revenues — JD 694.1 
million. 

b. Financial assistance — JD 
162.6 million. 

c. Loans due to Jordan from 
other countries — Jl) 50 million. 
Total: JD 906.7 million. 

2. Expenditure: 

a. Recurrent expenditure — 
JD 852.4 million. 

b. Capital expenditure — JD 
253.5 million. 

Total: JD 1,105.8 million. 

3. Deficit — JD 199.1 million. 

4. Repayment of loans — JD 87.5 
million. 

Total deficit: JD 286.6 million. 

According to the statement, 
the deficit will be met through 
loans as under: 

1. External loans — JD 252.9 
million. 

2. Internal loans — JD 33.7 
million. 

Total: JD 286.6 million. 

The statement noted that JD 
100 million in internal revenues 
were expected in 1990, eqiedally 
coming from big increases in in- 
come tax, profits, customs duty, 
fees on cables, post office and 
telephone services, returns from 
tbe mining industry. 

It said that there be an ex- 
pected JD 97.7 milli on increase in 


recurrent expenditure, due large- 
ly to the government's pledge to 
maintain subsidy on food sup- 
plies, the payment of interest on 
ioreign loans, payment of pen- 
sion and compensation. 

The draft budget, will be pre- 
sented to the Engdom's newly- 
elected parliament soon after it 
“convenes session Monday. 

Prime Minister Sharif Zeid Ben 
Shaker has said he will resign after 
the session and it is not dear if 
Finance Minister Basel Jardaneh 
will retain his post -in the new 
government. 

The official cost of living index 
has risen by 31 per cent in the 
past 12 months and the Jordanian 
dinar has lost two fifths of its 
dollar value during the same 
period. 

The Engdom is rescheduling 
its $8 billion debt with foreign 
governments and commercial 
banks. 

This year’s budget forecast a 
deficit of 122 million dinars (S256 
million at end-1988 exchange 
rates). Economists believe the 
actual 1989 deficit will be roughly 
double that figure but no official 
estimates are available. 

Under an agreement with the 
International Monetary Fund, 
Jordan is committed gradually to 
trim its budget deficit over the 
next five years. 

Jardaneh has raised spending 
on education and health slightly, 
but allocated nothing for an in- 
crease in public sector wages, 
which have not risen across the 
board since March 1985. 


Palestinians begin 
paramilitary patrols 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — Groups of Palestinian 
activists aimed with assault rifles 
have begun organised patrols in 
tbe West Bank city of Nabhis to 
search for Palestinians they- sus- 
pect of collaborating with Israel, 
Arab reporters said Sunday. 

Members of two underground 
Palestinian groups have been 
seen at least twice patrolling 
alleyways in Nablus’ Old City, 
carrying lists of suspected col- 
laborators and questioning peo- 
ple, the reporters said. 

Israeli Trade Minister Ariel 
Sharon, meanwhile, proposed to 
annex parts of the occupied lands 
with dense Jewish settlement as a 
prelude to the Israeli-offered 
Palestinian elections. 

The hawkish Sharon, a leading 
opponent of Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Shamir in the right-wing 
Likud bloc, said on Israel army 
radio that otherwise “elections, 
in the form offered by our plan, 
would lead to a Palestinian 
state.” 

Also Sunday, a protest erupted 
outside the military court in the 
West Bank town of Ramallah, 
reportedly after Palestinian de- 
tainees spit and cursed at Israeli 
soldiers. 

Soldiers beat the detainees 


with clubs and rifle butts, the 
news agency Itim reported. Israel 
army radio reported a ‘‘scuffle" 
between tbe soldiers and de- 
tainees, and said a soldier also 
threw a percussion grenade into a 
bus carrying the detainees. 

An army spokesman confirmed 
there was a confrontation outride 
the court, but said be did not 
have details. 

The Arab Lawyers' Committee 
announced a strike in response to 
the incident, saying its members 
would refuse to defend clients in 
Ramallah military court until a 
public inquiry was conducted. 

Elsewhere in the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip, 13 Palestinians 
were reported shot in clashes with 
soldiers. 

In Nablus, Arab reporters said 
the Black Panthers and the Red 
Eagles began patrols by five or six 
of their members through the 
Nablus casbah, or market, late 
last week. 

In one case the youths showed 
a Palestinian reporter a list with 
at least 15 names of people sus- 
pected' of cooperating with Israel 
or committing moral offenses 
such as drug dealing or prostitu- 
tion. 

(Continued on page 3) 


Czech premier presents 
opposition demands 


PRAGUE (R) — Czechoslovak 
Prime Minister Ladislav Adamec 
met opposition leaders Sunday 
and pledged to 400,000 demon- 
strators that he would urge the 
Communist Party to consider 
their demands for democracy. 

The party’s decision-making 
Central Committee later began 
an evening crisis session, its 
second in three days. 

“There is no.time for disagree- 
ment and fights for prestige,” 
Adamec told the flag-waving 
crowd of demonstrators on the 
snow-swept Letna parade ground 
hours after being handed a list of 
demands during face-to-face talks 
with opposition leaders. 

"People will judge us by our 
ability to overcome the past.” 
Vowing to do away with short- 
comings, the prime minister, 0, 
declared: “I will present all die 
demands to today’s session of tire 
centra] committee and I will insist 
they be considered in detail.” 
The dialogue with tbe opposi- 
tion followed new party chief 
Karel Urbanek’s break with the 
refusal of predecessor Milos 


Jakes to talk with critics. 

Speaking after Adamec at tbe 
massive rally on the 10th succes- 
sive day of protests against Com- 
munist rule, former leader Alex- 
ander Dubcek called on the par- 
ty, the Soviet Union and its War- 
saw Pact allies to renounce the 
1968 invasion that crushed the 
“Prague spring” reform move- 
ment he had led. 

Thousands formed a human 
.chain leading to the Prague Cas- 
tle, the nation’s traditional seat of 
power, from Letna parade 
ground. Many rang bells. 

Adamec, along with two senior 
party officials, earlier held talks 
with a nine-member delegation 
from tbe opposition movement 
Civic Forum headed by banned 
playwright Vaclav Havel. 

The 10 days of huge protests 
against Communist rule — one 
massing 750,000 people in Prague 
Saturday — have forced the be- 
leaguered authorities to make 
previously unimaginable conces- 
sions to the week-old Civic 
Forum. 
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Sudan peace talks may 
not produce breakthrough 



Kuwait shops for Egyptian arms 


KHARTOUM (R) — Sudan’s military rulers and the 
rebels they Towed to crash by tiie end of fhe year are 
dne to open peace talks in the Kenyan capital 
Nairobi friday. 


The ruling junta is backing its 
diplomatic hand with' a new 
150,000-strong parliamentary 
force to back its hard pressed 
army and has just announced 
conscription for all able^xxiied 
men. 

The rebles of die Sudan Peo- 
ple's Liberation Army (SPLA) 
are back on the offensive and 
come to the talks buoyed by a 
string of battlefield successes. 

Arab and Western diplomats 
said the discussions were unlikely 
to produce a breakthrough after 
six years of war at the heart of 
which is the question of Islamic 
Sharia Laws bitterly opposed by 
the rebels in the mainly Christian 
and animis t south. 

Sharia laws were introduced six 
years ago but have been dormant 
since 1985. 

The rebels want them replaced 
by secular laws. Diplomats said 
the junta wanted Sharia in the 
MusUr.* . Afvlrsed north while the 
three south-; regions would be 


left to implement their own laws 
-under a federal system, already 
rejected by the guerrillas. 

The diplomats said the gap. 
between the two sides had steadi- 
ly grown since the collapse in 
August of the first direct talks 
between the junta, which came to 
power in a June coup, and the 


The ma n who brought the two_ 
together, former XJ.S. President' 
Jimmy Carter, was due in Khar- 
toum where be will bold more 
talks with junta leader General 
Omar Hassan A1 Bashir. 

'Carter, increasingly wearing 
the mantle of international peace- 
maker, held separate talks with 
Bashir and SPLA leader John 
Garang in Khartoum and Addis 
Ababa. 

Waiting in the wings are the 
international relief agencies an- 
xious to return to the famine- 
threatened south before tragedy 
on the scale of last year’s 250,000 
deaths from famine and disease 


Following a series of unilateral 
ceasefires since the coop swept 
the old democratic guard of 
Sadeq A1 Mahdi from power the 
relief agencies were able to send 
107,000 tonnes of supplies to both 
government and rebel-held towns 
and villages in the south. 

But dismayed at the slow pace 
of peace. the rebels are back on 
the offensive forcing the suspen- 
sion of relief operations, although 
it is possible agreement on a 
limited ceasefire may result from 
the Garang-Bashir talks. 

The diplomats said internation- 
al pressure had been building up 
on both sides to come to an 
a|reement soon on the question 


CAIRO (R) — Kuwait, which has bought Egyptian-made 
weapons worth $500 million, is shoping for more. Defence 
Minister Sheikh Nawaf A1 Ahmad Al Sabah said Sunday. The 
mmigtw jg m Cairo for hs first official visit and held .talks with 
President Hosri Mubarak. He told reporters he discussed further 
arms with his Egyptian coun te rpart Youssef Sabri Abo 
Taleb. He did not give details. But he said “specialised 
co mmi ttees would study the issue.” Abu Taleb said Egyptian- 
Knwaiti military cooperation covered both arms and training. 
Egypt, which hi sent instructors to train Kuwaiti troops, is keen 
to boost sales from its arms industry to Arab states. Kuwait, 
target of several missile attacks by Iran during the 1980-88 Gulf 
war, has purchased the Egyptian-made Ambon Air Defence 
System. It has also bought armoured personnel carriers. Industry 
sources said more 150 have been delivered so far. Sheikh 
Nawad praised Egyptian-made arms saying "they are advanced 
weapons that have proved their worth.” The Kuwaiti minister, 
who arrived Saturday, is due to visit several military plants during 
his three-day visit. 


4 Egyptian firemen die in crash 


An estimated 3.5 nritHon south- 
erners have so far fled the vast, 
undeveloped south to look for 
food and security elsewhere. 

Bashir said last week a cease- 
fire must be in place before relief 
operations could resume in the 
south. 

“The fact that they are going to 
talk again is good, but there are 
growing fears that if the talks 
collapse again all hell might break 
loose,” said one diplomat. 


CAIRO (R) — Four Egyptian firemen on their way to tackle a 
blaze died when their fire-engine collided with a track Saturday in 
Sharqia province, north east of Cahro, Al-Ahram newspaper said. 


Carter briefe Ethiopian leader 


ADDIS ABABA (R) — Former U.S. President Jimmy Carter, 
who is chairing talks in Nairobi seeking to end the civil war in 
Eritrea, flew to Addis Ababa Sunday to brief Ethiopian President 
Mengistn Haile Mariam on their pr ogress. Carter chaired the first 
mating in Atlanta, Georgia, in September between representa- 
tives of the Ethiopian government and the rebel Eritrean People’s 
Liberation Fr ont (EPLF). He Sew to Nairobi a week ago for the 


'mt 4 *.sh rebels kill 
1 people in Turkey 


. .iRNAK, Turkey (R) — Kurdish 
guerrillas killed 21 pro-Turkish 
Kurdish villagers, mainly women 
and children, in the worst such 
attack for two years, security 
sources said. 

Thirteen children and six 
women were among those gun- 
ned down in an attack by Kurdish 
Workers’ Party (PKK) guerrillas 
that began Friday night and 
lasted until.Satnrday on Dtiyaka, 
a village near the Iraqi border, 
the sources said Sunday. 

Local sources said relatives of 
village guard Sadi Aykut, 45, 
. ere ordered out of their house 
■nto the snow and machine-gun- 
ned in tiie village in Hakkari 
province. 

The punitive raid followed the 
rilling of two PKK guerrillas two 
months ago by a village guard 
-ontingent led by Aykut. .There 
was an SO-strong village guard in 
•tkiyaka at the. time of the raid. 


local sources said. 

Aykut’s house was set on fire 
and the guerrillas escaped over the 
nearby Iraqi border, the sources 
said. 

Officials from the south east 
regional governor’s office in 
. Diyarbakir confirmed that 21 
people were killed by the PKK. 

Morfe than 2,000 people have 
died since the PKK launched an 
aimed rebellion in 1984 aimed at 
winning an independent state for 
Turkey s estimated eight million 
Kurds. 

Turkey, fearing that its terri- 
tory would be split by their 
aspirations for independence, de- 
nies official minority status to the 
Kurdish community. 

The PKK raid on Driyaka was 
die bloodiest attack since five 
Kurdish villages were hit by guer- 
rillas between June and August 
1987. Eighty villagers were killed, 
including some 30 children. 


Saudi plane 
leaves 
Karachi 
for home 


second round of talks, which is still under way. Carter was met at 
the airport by State Conndl Vice-President Berhanu Bayih who 


drove with him to meet Mengistn for private discussions. Later, 
Carter was expected to meet representatives of the Sudan 
People’s liberation Movement which is fighting a civil war in the 
southern Sudan. 


Tigray rebels intensify attacks 


KARACHI, Pakistan (R) — A 
ganHi A rabian airliner tha t was 
grounded in Ka rachi for three 
days after the discovery of a 
bomb aboard, left for Riyadh 
Sunday after a three-day inves- 
tigation. 

Police said they had detained 
11 Pakistani passengers for furth- 
er interrogation in connection 
with an apparently bungled 15 
milli on extortion attempt by the 
bombers. 


The Boeing 747 was en route 
from Islamabad to Riyadh late 
Thursday when authorities in the 
Pakistani capital received a warn- 
ing of bombs aboard and ordered 
the pilot to make an emergency 
landing at Karachi. 


NAIROBI (R) — The Ethiopian government said Tigray rebels 
have stepped up attacks on dvifians in the neighbouring provinces 
of WoDo and Gondar and called on tire people to crash (ban, 
Addis Ababa radio reported Simday. Tim radio, monitored in 
Nairobi, accused the Tigray People's Liberation Front (TPLF) of 
carrying oat a campaign of "genocide, robbery, kidnapping and 
rustling” in the two provinces. "It is high time the Ethiopian 
people crushed the rebels. They have killed hundreds of people, 
damaged and robbed hospitals, shops, and schools, looted historic 
treasures, kidnapped children and stolen livestock,” it added. 
Talks between the TPLF and the Ethiopian government, which 
began in Rome earlier this month, have been adjourned. The 
TPLF says its forces have carried out a series of attacks on 
government centres in the past few weeks. 


Jibril denies Pan Am bombing 


LONDON (AP) — Ahmed Jibril, leader of the Palestinian group 
suspected of blowing up Pan Am Flight 103, was quoted Sunday 
as offering to let police interview any member of his group, if the 
talk took place in a neutral country. The offer was made in an 
interview with die Sunday Correspondent, the London weekly 
newspaper, which said it met him in Syria 
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KUWAIT (R) — A group of 
prominent Kuwaitis is lobbying 
the gove r nm ent for the return of 
the country’s one e-tivety parlia- 
ment, which was dissolved in 
1986, members of tire group said. 

Representatives of some 45 
leading Kuwaitis are trying to 
meet the Emir, Sheikh Jaber A1 
Ahmad Ai Sabah, to deliver a 
petition signed by thousands of 
Kuwaitis -asking him to reconsider 
the dissolution, said Nasser Ai 
Qanoor, one erf the group.' 

Unlike other Gulf Arab states. 


So far the petitioners have 
been unsuccessful, Qanoor, a 
urriveraty professor, told Reu- 
ters. 

A group representative, 
businessman Salah AI Maxzouk,. 
• met the Minister of Emin Diwan 
(court) Affairs, Sheikh Khaled AI 
Ahmad AI Sabah, last week, 
some members said. 

Marzouk declined- comment 
when contacted by Reuters, but 
one member said: "He was told 
they were welcome to meet the 
emir, but they- could not take 


Kuwait's borders, a spate of in- 
ternal sabotage and . a prolonged; 
economic recession- 

Members said their lobbying 
group was formed to represent 
various walks of fife/indudine 
religious groups, trade unions and ; 
businessmen. Its petition contains 
at least 20,000 signatures, they 
said. . 

. Qanoor said tire. group. would 
meet « g»m in the coming weektio 
discuss farther moves. 

Marzouk and Qanoor are two of 
four representatives selected by 



Turks debate lifting political restrictions 


ISTANBUL (R) — With reform 
sweeping Eastern Europe, Tur- 
key is debating whether it can 
safely lift political restrictions on 
its Communists and Mamie fun- 
damentalists. 

"Turkey cannot live in the new 
Europe being built with its pre- 
sent mentality,” wrote commen- 
tator Mehmet Ali Birand in the 
liberal daily Milliyet. . 

Most Turkish political parties 
have urged changes in laws that 
set jail terms or the death penalty 
for advocates of finmimmism or 
class struggle and outlaw religious 
evangelism. 

Bnt Prime Minister YHdirim- 
Akbuhit, while vowing that legal 
reform will be a priority for his 
new centre-right government, has 
warned: “These subjects must 
not be seen as simple.” 

Many Turks regard political 
relaxation as necessary to 
NATO-member Turkey’s aspira- 


tions to join tire European Com- 
munity. 

The leaders of tire Turkish Un- 
ited Communist Party have been 
held in jail since they voluntarily 
ended foreign exile in 1987. After 
25 court hearings their case is far 
from over. 

Children under 16 have been 
jailed for expressing allegedly 
pzo-Commnnist ideas: A lapel 
pin with a hammer and sickle can 
be enough to land a Turk in 
court. 


Birand wrote. ] .T 

“Enough is enough. TJhcibain 
the nation’s mind. Just put an end 
to the comedy of 141, 142, and 
163,” he wrote, referxmg to the 
numbers of the penal code arti- 
cles banning Commmusfr -and 
evangelical activities. 


The Justice Ministry says it 
wants to formulate new laws that 
will please everyone. It has. de- 


nied reports that jail terms wffl 
simply be replaced by fines. 


Mamie fundamentalists, seen 
as having for more popular 
appeal than leftists in -mainly 
Muslim but secular Turkey, face 
tight restrictions such as a ban on 
Muslim headsefeves being worn 
by women students. 

“It will get nowhere with mass 
trials, book and film burnin gs... 
and saying that anyone -who is 
religious backs Islamic law,” 


simply be replaced by fines. . 

Turkey’s Human Rights Asso- 
ciation estimates that 85,0G0 peo- 
pie have been tried under the 
three penal code articles since 
1980. , 

Half of Turkey’s 30,000 pofitk-' 
al exiles left the country because 
of the anti-Communist laws,' aod 
many of an e8timated~3 t 000 poe- 
tical prisoners were, dunged 
under them, the ' left-wing 
Cumhuriyet daily said. . .. \. . . 


Old taboos are breaking down in Iran amid complaints by complains 
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and religious tolerance in tee air 
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pragmatists, is walking a tight- 
rope between preserving 
Khomeini's legacy of Islamic 
values and opening the country to 
a new era of prosperity after a 
decade of tunnoil. 

Revolutionary radicals com- 
plain the strict Islamic decrees 
imposed by Khomeini, who was 
known as “the imam,” or holy 
leader, are being shunted aside 
by Rafsanjani. 

The complaints multiply as re-, 
volutionary fervour cools amid a 
palpable relaxation of the old 
shibboleths ranging from rejec- 
tion of the West, particularly the 
United States, to a puritanical 
interpretation of Islamic tenets. 

The liberalisation that followed 
Khomeini's death on June 3 and 
Rafsanjani’ s election as president 
on July 28 strikes visitors as soon 
as as they arrive at Tehran’s 
Mehrabad Airport. 

Until a few months ago, arriv- 
ing passengers had to stand in line 
for up to six hours waiting for 
exhausting searches by Revolu- 


tionary Guards. 

Now, passengers with nothing 
to. declare are waved through 
without delay. Departure checks 
also have eased. 

The authorities are encourag- 
ing tourism following last year’s 
ceasefire in the war with Iraq. 

The motive is primarily to 
roost foreign currency earnings. 
But until recently, exposing re- 
volutionary Iran to the penis of 
anything non-Islamic was un- 
thinkable. 

Change is visible along the 
broad shopping avenues of the 
capital, its population swollen to 
an estimated 11 million amid a 
major urban drift from the coun- 
tryside. 

Most men are now clean- 
shaven, in contrast to the preva- 
lence of beards, traditional badge 
of the Islamic revolutionary, only 
a few months ago. 


well above the calf, with only a 
casualty draped coloured scarf 
covering head and shoulders and 
lots of hair visible. 

Women are wearing cosmetics, 
too. In the past, they were razor- 
slashed by fanatical Revolution- 
ary Guards for appearing in pub- 
lic with lipstick or other make-up. 

Some newspaper editorials 
claim the growing disregard for 
Hejab is part of a foreign-inspired 
plot to undermine the revolution. 

Shamsedin Vababi, a former 
member of the militant “students 
following tire imam's line” group 
that stormed the U.S. embassy in 
Tehran 10 years ago, complained 
that “nowadays tire imam’s line is 
being threatened by liberalism 
under the pretext of common 
sense and realism.” 


Another barometer of toler- 
ance is observance of the “he- 
jab,” the religious dress code for 
women. 

Before Khomeini’s death, no 
woman dared appear in public in 
anything but the blade chador, 
the tent-like cape that covers 
them from head to toe, leaving 
only the face visible. 

Most middle class women have 
discarded the chador for shorter, 
button-down capes.' These are 
worn over slacks or dresses cot 


Vahabi was speaking during a 
debate at Tehran’s Al Zahra Uni- 
versity to mark the 10th 
anniversary of the embassy sei- 
zure bn Nov. 4. Radicals view 
that event as the revolution’s, 
seminal triumph over the “great 
satan” a reference to the United 
States. 

But the heat seems to have 
gone oat pf anti-Americanism . A 
move by the radicals to mark the 
anniversary of the embassy 
takeover with a massive anti- 
American rally fizzled when only 
a few thousand people showed 
up. 


With Rafsanjani encouraging 
foreign investment to help pay for 
postwar reconstruction — heresy 
to the radicals — Tehran’s hotels 
are teeming with foreign techni- 
cians and business executives 
from Europe and Asia. 

Although Rafsanjani has said 
he will not deal with Americans, 
several European subsidiaries of 
U.S. corporations have repre- 
sentatives in Tehran. 

Rafsanjani, whose folksy, 
joke-filled discourses on televi- 
sion contrast with the dreary face 
of fundamentalism, is popuar 
and appears to have the support 
of many Iranians. 

After a decade of austerity and 
shortages since the 1979 revolu- 
tion, worsened tty tire ravages 
and sacrifices erf tire war with Iraq 
that by Western estimates cost 
Iran 1 million de ad, most people 
are more concerned with impro- 
ving their lot than with preserving 
the purity erf revolutionary fun- 
damentalism. 


•themselves more about high 
prices,' food shortages, hoarding 
and profiteering,” said Farahnaz 
. Emam, a middle-aged housewife. 

She was standing in line with a 
couple of hundred other chador- 
clad women outside a vegetable 
market to buy potatoes, which 
became scarce when retailers, 
seeking to push prices up, with- 
drew them from the market 

“My children are waiting at 
home to be fed and I’ve already 


spent eight hours in this tine,” she 
said. “If ft’s not potatoes, there’s 


In the stffl fashionable suburbs 
of north Tehran, where the rem- 
nants of tire wealthy merchant 
class have maintained an opulent, 
if clandestine, lifestyle of liquor, 
caviar and bootleg Western cas- 
settes, the changes under Rafsan- 
jani are viewed as a harbinger of 
better days. 

“Instead of worrying about he- 
jab, tiie mullahs ought to concern’ 


said. “If n’s not potatoes, there’s 
a shortage of sugar, or rice, all 
sorts of other things that dis- 
appear overnight from the 
market” 

The Ettelaat daily said tiie 
potato shortage had developed 
into “a test of strength between 
the government and the mid- 
dlemen.” 

Iran’s security agencies should 
go after the boarders and their 
secret warehouses instead of 
hunting foreign spies, the daily 
said. 

Basic food items and some 
other commodities are rationed 
and heavily subsidised, ensuring 
that at least some necessities are 
available at reasonable prices. 

Additional supplies can be had 
at vastly Inflated prices on tire 
“open market,” an officially' 
tolerated black market, but that 
is beyond the reach of many. 
Iranians. 


Shops are well stocked follow- 
ing the lifting of import restric- 
tions. The cost of some of these 
goods has been reduced by as 
much as one-third because of 
more liberal exchange controls. 

But the average wage is less 
than tire equivalent of $200 a 
month and many Iranians with 
families are forced to moonlight 
with second and third jobs to 
make ends meet. 

Inflation is officially pegged at 
30 per cent. But diplomats esti- 
mate it is more than double that. 

In tire Majlis, Iran’s 270-seat 
parliament, deputy Abutaleb 
Mahmoodi declared recently that 
“tire experience of tire past 10 
years has made it dear that state 
control of the economy resulted 
in nothing but considerable los- 
ses, hardship for the poor people 
and rampant inflation.” 


raw materials and -inefficient 
management. 

Butthereis another imperative 
behind the drive to revive the 
sagging economy, and fast. 

Iran’s population is mushroom- 
ing. The birth rate is around 3.5 
per cent a year, one of the highest 
in the world. 

. By the year 2,010, its popula- 
tion will have doubled from its 
present level to 140 million and 
economic decisions must be made 
now to avoid castasropfae 20 years 
hence. 

Meanwhile, the pressures on 
Rafsanjani are moon ting. 

“After 10 years of privatisa- 
tion, the people are not prepared 
to wait feu long. Urey want quick 
results,” said a prominent mer-’ 
chant in his office in Tehran's 
labyrinthine bazaar. 


“One should not talk about the 
revolution being lost as soon as 
there is discussion about using 
foreign resources for modernisa- 
tion and investment,” he said. 

“The loss from tiie operation of 
our factories below capacity and 
delaying reconstruction will be 
considerably worse than tire dis- 
advantages of utilising foreign re- 
sources.” 

Rafsanjani has admi tted that 
Iran’s nationalised industries are 
running at onty 30 per cent of 
capacity because of shortages of 


‘The general trend right now is 
in favour of Rafsanjani. If he fails 
to deliver, there wifi be a 
change,” said the merchant, who 
spoke on condition of anonymity. 

Failure to revive the economy 
within the next year or two “will 
be exploited to the full by the 
radicals,” he warned. 

Right now, tire radicals lutVe 
been eclipsed by Rafsanjani and 
his ally, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, 
who pushed through constitution- 
al reforms that give tiie presiden- 
cy unprecedented power. 

Khamenei succeeded. 
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Tel. 810740 

Assemblies of God Ctrarcb, Tel. 
632785. 
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771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Chard Tel. 
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|meeting calls for 
wider participation 


SH KARAK (J.T.) — A two-day 
y symposium oil the development 
id of the sooth concluded here Son- 


id - * Q P' « tne souui rammaea acre son- 
iS 'day with adoption of several re- 


cDi t t commendations aimed "at involv- 
in ,0 *( in S both private and public 
, , E sectors in developing die sooth- . 
i 10 Pnlfe era region -of .Jordan.. 

■ The symposium adopted a re- 
commendation calling for reacti- 
jhi» vatmg and enhancing die role of 
9 local development councils and 
learning from die experience of 
,s th| the Aqaba Regional Authority. 

' Another recommendation cal- 
. a 5ta led for exploiting the natural re- 

’ i . -— ----- •moilahla in tha pomumi 


gton. 

They urged setting up job- 
generating projects to help peo- 
ple in tfae^regjon, in order to 
improve the living conditions of 
the people there. 

The symposium, organised by 
Mu*ta University in cooperation 
with the Ministry of P lanning 
was officially opened Saturday by 
Planning Minister Ziad Fariz, 
who deputised for His Royal 
Harness Crown Prince Hassan. 

Fariz said Saturday that in his 
opening address, die socioeco- 
nomic development of the south 


‘ r^ a sources available in the region is bound to contribute to reducing 

mm* low-cost methods. total nnpmnlnvmMit in Tn«4gn 


:*°n. uang tow-cost methods. . 

^ ihe^. Participants in the symposium 
also called for enhancing the pri- 
°* life, ? vale sector’s rede and increasing 
’> frade'^-jfcs input in the development pro- 
f Petit*,; cess, and stressed the important 
j signs* role flit national institutions,. 

such as the Arab Potash Com- 
the pj. pany ami the Jordan Phosphate 
ae cotnJ' Mines Company can play in the 
move* overall envelopment of the re- 

— ; 


total unemployment in Jordan, 
cutting the trade deficit and im- 
proving die balance of payments. 
Fariz noted that the south re- 
ceived the foci’s shine in the five- 
year development plan’s invest- 
ments (1986-1991). He said that 
JD 1,000 million were allocated 
to investment projects in the 
south region, one third of the 
Kingdom’s investments. 


t^-Abdiil Salaitt Majali 
p5 appointed NMI head 
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AMMAN (J.T.) — Dr. Abdul 
Salam'Al Majali, former prea- 
dent of the Umversity of Jordan 
and adviser to His Majesty King 
Hussein, has been appointed 
director general of the National 
MedScal Institution (NMI) to suc- 
ceed Dr. Daoud Hanania, who 
was appointed member of the 
Upper House of Parliament, 
according to a Royal Decree 
issued Sunday. 

Another decree appointed Ma- 
jor-General Mnstafa Abdul 
Karim A1 Qaisi as director gener- 
al of the General Intelligence 
Department to succeed Tareq 
Alaiddm, who named member of 
tile Upper House. Majali and 
Qairi wiO assume their new posts 
immediately. 

King Hussein, sent a message 
earlier to Hanania praising his 
efforts as the leading Jordanian 
cardiac surgeon andjnging him to 
continue his endeavour at the 
Queen Alia Heart Centre and the 
NMI m addition to 'iris post as 
member, of the Upper House of 
Parliament . . Khaled Tarawneh. 
head of the civil defence depart? . 



Dr. Abdni Salam M^jafi 

merit,' Alaiddin and Hanania 
were retired earlier from service 
after being appointed members of 
the Upper House. 

Conrtitutionaliy, Upper House 
members cannot function as gov- 
ernment officials or serve in the 
Armed Forces. They can only 
serve as Cabinet' ministers or 
prime minister. / ' ’ 


Jordan to participate 
in Arab dentist talks 
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AMMAN (Petra) — A delega- 
tion from Jordan is taking part in 
a general meeting of Iraqi de- 
ntists is due to open in Baghdad 
Tuesday with the participation 
also erf other Arab countries. 

Scientific topics related to de- 
ntistry and ways for protecting 
dentines from diseases as well as 
aspects of dental surgey will be 
ambi& thc subjects to be taken 
up by the participants, according 
to Dr. Ishaq A1 Khairi, who left 
Amman Sunday at the head of 
the . Jordanian delegation. 

KJiam said in a departure state- 
ment that he and the Jordanian 
delegation, which represents the 
Jordanian. Dentists Association 
(JDA), . wifi attend a general 
meeting by dentists from the 
Arab . Cooperation Council 
(ACC) countries which will open 
in the Iraqi capital Monday. 


This ACC meeting will discuss 
exchanges of expertise between 
Jordan, Iraq, Egypt and North 
Yemen and cooperation in diffe- 
rent aspects of dental science. 
There will also be a meeting in 
Baghdad during the conference 
by the executive bureau of the 
higher council of the Arab De- 
ntists Federation attended- by 
members of dental associations in 
the ACC states, Khairi added. 

The federation meeting will re- 
view a report by its secretary- 
general outlining Arab dentists* 
activities during 1989 at. the re- 
gional and international level as 
well as their . future plans. 

The report, he said, will also 
present details about the work of 
the federation’s different commit- 
tees, including one on dentists to 
Arab dentists in occupied Pales- 
tine. 


NATIONAL NEWS IN BRIEF 

KING’S BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS: The govemorates of 
TafiWi btiH Maan in southern Jordan Sunday held celebrations 
marking His Majesty King Hussein’s birthday. Several . seminars 
■and lectures were held and a book exhibition was opened. Street 
mairiwB were staged, by scouts and students. An art exhibition was 
opened at Howara College near Eririd by Dr. Ahmad Bashaireh, 
the Ministry of Higher Education’s secretary-general, The exhibi- 
tion opening was followed by sports activities, which included a 
volleyball match (Petra). 

FIRMS DEALING WITH ISRAEL BANNED: The Finance 
Nfimstryhas banned dealing with 85 foreign companies after 
di»»veriiig they deal with Israel in violation of the unified Arab 
Boycott Law. The ministry also lifted the ban imposed on 46 
foreign companies 'which corrected their poli cies to conform with 
the provisions of the Arab Boycott Law (Petra). • 

PRICE MANIPULATORS FINED: The nrilitaiy governor 
Sunday endorsed the military court’s verdict sentencing Mustafa 
Mo hamm ad Yousef Al Taher and Habis A1 Fakhouri to a fine of 
JD 300 each after finding them guilty of manipulating prices of 
foodstirfEs (Petra). ----- 

TOUR OPERATORS VISIT JORDAN: A group ° f 
operators and agents of tourist and travel agencies from thfierent 
co untrie s visited Jordan and toured Petra, Jerash and 
archaeological sites. The tour was organised by the Kojmj 
Jb SSn m cooperation with the Amm an Plaza Hotel in a bid to 
promote tourism in the Kingdom (J.T.). 

SWEDEN-MIDDLE EAST TIES: Sweden’s Ambassador to 
Jordan Lare Lonsback Sunday visited the Jordan Umvertoty ot 
Science and Technology (JUST) where he delivered a tectrae 
entitled “Sweden and the Mddle East amt^sactor revKw^ 
Sweden’s relations with Jordan in vgnons fields and paid tnbuteto 
His Majesty King Hussein for bis continued efforts for peace at toe 
regional and international levels. (Petra). 

ROMANIA PRESENTS BOOKS: Tfo Romanian embassy 


books on engineering, history, literature and arehitertnre. The 120 
P«sented to Dr. Mahmond Al &mra, the 
umvereity’s presklent; by Romanian Ambassador to JordanPumt- 
tie Stanesdi (J.T.). ' 


Jordanian leader of 
Afghan resistance 
killed in car blast 


Crown Prince underlines 
need for Arab self-reliance 


By Snhair Obridat 

Jordan Times Sta^Repotter 

‘AMMAN — A Jordanian who 
adopted the cause of the 
Afghan Mujahedeen and 
fought on their side for the past 
several years was killed last 
week in. a carbomb explosion 
in the northeastern Pakistani 
city of Peshawar. 

Professor Abdullah Azzam 
and two of bis five children 
were killed when a bomb 
planted in -their car. exploded 
while they were on their way 
home after performing Friday 
prayers, according to reports 
from Pakistan. 

It was not dear from first 
reports that why a Jordanian 
was targeted in toe attack until 
an obituary appeared in local 
newspapers Saturday paying 
tribute to Azzam ‘s support for 
the Mujahedeen ana their 
cause. The advertisement was 
inserted by the Muslim 
Brotherhood. 

The brotherhood, an ardent 
supporter of the Afghan resist- 
ance movement, which is fight- 
ing the Communist govern- 
ment in Kabul, described 
Azzam “as a firm believer and 
vigorous fighter." Azzam, a 
professor who used to teach 
Islamic law at Pakistani univer- 
sities, also edited a magazine 
called “Jihad” which served as 
a conduit for the Afghan rebel 
movement to express their 
views, according to Yousef Ai 
Athem, a family friend from 
Ma’an. 

Athem, a deputy-elect from 
Ma’an but not a declared mem- 
ber of the Brotherhood, con- 
donned the attack on Azzam 
and said “whoever was behind 
the crime is an enemy of die 
Afghan freedom fighters.” 


A 2 zam headed a unit of ab- 
out 1,200 to 1,300 Arab youth 
who fought on the side of the 
Afghan rebels. The unit, 
known as “the Arab Muslim 
Mujahedeen to liberate Afgha- 
nistan,” mainly composed of 
volunteers from some of the 
Gulf states as well as some 
from toe Maghreb countries. 
But, according to Athem, the 
group “depended solely on in- 
dividual contributions and 
donations and was not funded 
by or affiliated with any coun- 
try, government or move- 
ment.” 

The aim of the group, 
Athem said, “is to establish 
Muslim rule in Af ghanis tan 
with toe participation of all 
other Islamic factions in the 
country.” 

Azzam frequently visited 
Arab and other Islamic coun- 
tries to raise fouris for his 
movement, and crowned his 
co mmi tment to the «n»» by 
moving his entire famil y to 
Peshawar. His mother died 
while visiting hhn in the Pakis- 
tani city bordering Afghanistan 
■ one year ago. 

Azzam took part in many 
operations against the Red 
Army until its complete with- 
drawal from Afghanistan ear- 
lier this year after a 10-year 
intervention aimed at propping 
up tiie Communist government 
in Kabul. 

Azzam was among the lead- 
ers of Palestinian resistance 
forces in Jordan fighting 
against the Israeli occupation 
of Palestine during the 1960s. 
He personally took part in 
many operations across the de- 
marcation line against the 
Israeli army, according to 
Athem. 

Azzam «nH his two children 
were buried in Peshawar. 




BRH Crown Prince Hassan 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
said Sunday that it was time for 
the Arabs to assume toe task of 
planning their countries develop- 
ment by themselves rather than 
depe nding on foreigners. Arab 
countries through thear experts 
and scientists, can benefit from 
various studies on toe Arab 
World in their endeavours to plan 
development for their future gen- 
erations, the Prince said at a 
meeting with Usama Al Faqih, 
director-general of toe Arab 
Monetary Fund (AMF) who is 
now on a visit to Jordan for taM^ 
with officials at the Central Bank 


of Jordan (CBJ) and toe Jorda- 
nian government. 

The Crown Prince referred to 
toe question of Arab food secur- 
ity and noted that the Arab 
World imports a large part of its 
needs from foreign sources Arab 
countries ought to launch dose 
cooperation in a bid to reduce toe 
cost of imports on toe one han d 
and to coordinate matters in such 
a way as to ensure food security 
for toe Arab World on toe other, 
the Crown Prince said. 

Prince Hassan and Faqih dis- 
cussed the role of the AMF in 
promoting Arab economies and 
cooperation between toe Jorda- 



Outgoing Pakistani ambassador honoured 


AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein 
has c on ferred on Pakistani Ambassador to Jordan 
Saghir Hussein Jordan’s Independence Medal of 
the First Order ou the occasion of the termination 
of die ambassador’s tour of duty in Jordan. 

The medal was presented to the ambassador by 
Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister 
Marwan Al Qasem at a lunch hosted at the Plaza 
Hold In Amman in honour of the outgoing 
ambassador . - 


In a brief speech, Qasem paid tribute to tbe 
ambassad or For his efforts to bolster Jordanian- 
Pakistani relations in all fields. Senior foreign 
ministry officials and several beads of diplomatic 
missions were present at the lunch. 

Ambassador and Mrs. Sadiqa Saghir Hnssrin 
hosted a reception at their residence Sunday 
evenmg to the mark the occasion of their depar- 
ture from Jordan. It was attended by senior 
■government officials, diplomats and Jordanians as 
weB as Pakistanis living in Jordan. 


man government and (AMF) in- 
monetary affairs. 

Faqih briefed toe Crown 
Prince on the AMFs objectives 
and programmes to support inter- 
Arab trade cooperation and in 
providing funds to finance these 
operations. 

"rtie meeting, held at toe Royal 
Court, was attended by CBJ Gov- 
ernor Mohammad Saeed Al 
Nabulsi. 

Prime Minister Sharif Zetd Ben 
Shaker and Finance Minister 
Basel Jardaneh held talks with 
Faqih Saturday. Nabulsi also held 
a separate round of discussions 
with the AMF director-general. 


UNDP helps 

agriculture 

education 

AMMAN (Petra) — The United 
Nations Development Program- 
me (UNDP) will help the Uni- 
versity of Jordan raise the stan- 
dard of training of agriculture 
students by providing equipment 
and assigning specialists to work 
at the Facnlty of Agriculture, in 
accordance with an agreement 
signed here Sunday. 

The agreement stipulates that 
UNDP will provide experts and 
equipment at an estimated cost of 
$444,000 while the university will 
provide the rest of the $750,000 
project. The project aims to train 
students of toe first university 
year on the handling and main- 
taining equipment and ways to 
employ modem technology. 

According to the agreement, 
UNDP-assigned experts win help 
work out a programme to direct 
Jordanian farmer* 

The agreement was signed by 
Minister of Planning Ziyad Fariz 
and UNDP Resident Representa- 
tive in Jordan Ali Atiqa. 


Jordan turns a new leaf 


(Continued from page 1) 

their party’s decision to support 
Mbaideen are expected to cast 
blank ballots rather than vote for 
tiieir party’s choice. This number 
will not be made op in the num- 
ber of independents who will opt 
to vote for Mbaideen, such as 
Thouqan HmdawTjind may be . 
Deeb Marji and others, and wST 
not add up to an absolute 
majority. 

In the second round the winner 
of the race will be determined by 
two factors: the number of blank 


ballots and some “democratic 
bloc” members who were origi- 
nally opposed voting for Arar 
decide at the last minute to go by 
a majority decision, which is seen 
tilted in favour of Ajar when he is 
pitted against Mbaideen. 


“ The possibility of the bloc 
opting to vote for Mbaideen from 
toe fiirt roumris almost nil and' 
those of 'toe bloc who vote for 
Shbeilat in toe first round and are 
against alliance with Arar even in 
the second round are expected to 
cast blank ballots which in ess- 


Arab meeting postponed 


(Continued from page 1) 

attend Sunday’s meeting. 

U.S. Secretary of State James 
Baker’s proposals for an Israefi- 
Palestiman meeting in Cairo is 
toe main peace initiative under 
discussion and would have 
dominated the Tunis meeting. 

Arab diplomats said that, con- 
trary to earlier PLO reports, toe 
PLO has not made a final re- 
sponse. to the Baker proposals. 

PLO Executive committee 
member Jamal Sourani went to 


ence mean a decision against 
Mbaideen. 

Arar, in view of the different 
factors at work in toe race for 
speakership, comes out as the 
winner of toe race and although 
no major surprises in today’s bal- 
loting- is expected this prediction 
may take a complete turn today 
when the representatives cast 
their ' ballots since intense lob- 
bying and consultations were con- 
tinuing late into Sunday night 
among toe deputies-elect and toe 
pot may boil over and spill a 
completely unexpected dish. 


Palestinians 


Cairo earlier this week for further 
consultations on the response 
with the Egyptians, who are 
acting both as the PLO’s nego- 
tiating consultants and interme- 
diaries with Washington, they 
said. 

• Nayef Hawatmeh of the Demo- 
cratic Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine said last Wednesday the 
answer Sourani took to Cairo 
amounted to rejection of Baker’s 
proposals. 


on patrol 


Hrawi serves ultimatum 


(Continued from page 1) 

state of partition and ali devia- 
tions from law and legitimacy,” it 


(Commenting on Hrawi’s re- 
marks, Aoun said: 4< We are con- 
fronting a decision which was not 
taken by a person in his right 
mind but by a person who has lost 
his mind-” 

Aoun said troops were mass ing 


near his defence tines but they 
'were insufficient to launch an 
offensive. 

Aoun, who says he will negoti- 
ate only with Syria to resolve the 
crisis in Lebanon, said he would 
not talk to Hrawi. 

“Syria is the key. That is why 
we refuse to negotiate with 
masks, EHas Hrawi is a mask for 
the Syrian regime,” he said. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


The following hstings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 
the daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the listed 
time and place with the conceived institutions. 


fr An art exhibition entitled “The Bine Rider” at tire Goethe 
Institute. 

☆ An exhibition of paintings and rtefamgs inspired by Arabic 
Mam ie art at Abdiri Hameed Sboman Foundation. 

☆ An art eshfiritian by artists from Jordaa and other Arab 
countries at Al Wasffi Gallery, Plaza HoteL 

-A- An art exiubttioQ by Anwar Haddadin at the Royal Cultural 
Centre. 

☆ Book wMdH on at the U niv ers i ty of Yarmotric. 

-h A Gem Tree exfafoitioa, by “Latifsh Abu Hamdan” at 5:00 
fun. at the EnteMoa HaB of toe Royal Gritura/ Centre. 


☆ Chartiy bazaar ou produc ti ve projects at the Jordan Inter- 
Continental Hotel. 

FILMS 

☆ Italian film: Un beffissmo f foremfar e at the Royal Cultural 
.Centre at &00 pan. 


☆ Ghazi Sandi lectures cm toe National Strategy for the Conserva- 
tion of Archaeology and Cultural R eso u rces in Jordan, at 7:00 
n.m- at the American Centre for Oriental Re s ear c h . 


(Continued from page 1) 

P alestinians have killed ISO of 
their fellow Arabs on such 
charges during the 23-month 
Palestinian uprising. The toll in- 
cludes at least 23 murders in 
Nablus, which with 120,000 
population is the West Bank’s 
largest dty. 

The army has blamed toe Red 
Eagles, loosely affiliated with toe 
Popular Front for the Liberation 
of Palestine, for at least nine of 
toe slayings. 

In some cases Palestinians were 
tortured before they were shot 
dead and their bodies were dis- 
played in public as a warning to 
local residents of the penalty for 
cooperation with Israel, the army 
said. 

On Nov. 9, soldiers burst into a 
Nablus bouse where the Red 
Eagjes were believed hiding, gun- 
ning down an armed Palestinian 
youth who was described as a 
commander of toe group and 
arresting five others, the' military 
said. 

But Palestinian reporters in 
Nablus say the army raid (fid not 
stop the group, and their mem- 
bers and the Black Panthers have 
been seen patrolling without 
masks, with at least one youth 
carrying a bulky bag he said 
contained an M-16 assault rifle. 

Last Thursday, a lone man 
approached a 35-year-old -woman 
shopping in a busy casbah street 
and shot her in the head in full 
view of dozens of shoppers. La- 
ter, members of the Black Panth- 
ers threatened to carry out furth- 
er slayings of collaborators. 

Saturday, toe group kidnapped 
two Palestinians from toe nearby 
Balata refugee camp and only 
released them after a severe beat- 
ing, Arab reporters said. 

The Black Panthers were in- 
itially affiliated with Fatah, but 
they have ignored direct radio 
messages from toe Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation to stop the 
killings unless they have specific 
orders. 

Neither group wears a uniform, 
but the Black Panthers sport sil- 
ver necklaces saying “Al Fahd Al 
Aswad,” Arabic for “Black 
Panther,” and the Red Eagl e s 
drape a red Palestinian headdress 
around their shoulders. 


The Jordanian experiment 


(Continued from page 1) 
Political science Professor 
Kamel Abu Jaber shares the 
opinion. “If change does come 
then it will be very slow,” he 
said. 

Anani expects conntries 
neighbouring Jordan as well as 
the Gulf Arab states to “wait and 
see what happens in Jordan . 
before taking any step.” 
“Democracy is contagious 
but the change must come 
from within and Jordan’s elec- 
tion is a catalyst” said the 
Arab diplomat. “Arab coun- 
tries winch are reluctant to 
lessen their grip on power and 
allow for participation are 
apprehensive to say the least,” 
be added. 

Rahman thinks the speed of 
reform in these countries will 
depend on toe political be- 
haviour of their indigenous 
population. 

One of the most positive 
aspects of he Jordanian experi- 
ment is the challenge it possss 
to Israel’s claim as the “only 
living democracy in West 
Asia, according analyst Musa 
Keflani, a former Jordanian 
ambassador. 

“Israel is no longer able to 
maintain its c la im as the exclu- 
sive oasis for democracy in toe 
region,” Keflani said. “Now 
Jordan is projecting a new im- 
age of sober democracy not 
tarnished by ruthless occupa- 
tion and oppressive practices. 
The Kingdom’s image reflects 
idealistically to compare with 
Israel’s image as an occupation 
force claiming to be demo- 
cratic.” 

However, he added, “in Jor- 
dan the step has to culminate 
— permission for political par- 
ties to operate and for a freer 


, Global trend 

Most analysts agree that it is 
not only toe givens in the Arab 
World and Jordan that are or 
will be influential in the demo- 
cratisation process in Arab 
countries. They view pluralism 
in Jordan and other Arab 
countries as part of an overall 
trend in toe world. 

The trend towards pluralism 
and democracy in Eastern 
Europe and toe Third World 
has also been accelerated be- 
cause there is no longer a 
“good example of one-party 
rule projected to the Third 
World,” according to Ibrahim. 
“There is a feeling that it is not 
suitable to rule people through 
one elite or one party no mat- 
ter how good the party is,” he 
said. 

Ibrahim bases his assessment 
on his observations on the 
events that sweeped Algeria in 
1988 after being under one- 
party rule since independence. 
Prompted by widespread riots 
sparked by economic difficul- 
ties. which gave way to politic- 
al demands, Algerian Presi- 
dent Chadli Benjedid intro- 
duced reforms to end 27 years 
of one-party politics. A new 
constitution was adopted 
February 1988 guaranteeing 
free multi-party elections and 
freedom of speech and assem- 
bly. At least seven opposition 
political parties, ranging from 
communists to Islamists, were 
legalised in Algeria since 
September, vying for power 
with Benjedid’s National Li- 
beration Front (FLN). 

In this slow approach to 
democracy scenario. Ibrahim 
also poses two sub-scenarios. 


One is where the ruler intro- 
duces reforms prior to a popu- 
lar upheaval. The second sce- 
nario is where reforms are in- 
itiated as a result of popular 
upheaval such as Algeria. But 
Ibrahim maintains that what- 
ever scenario occurs in these 
countries it will still be slow. 

Ibr ahim s ums up his assess- 
ment of what is in store for the 
future of leaders in toe Arab 
World, “If toe ruler is smart, 
then be should take toe initia- 
tive. If be is half-smart, when 
signs are there, he would 
accommodate them like Chadli 
Benjedid. If he is dumb, he 
wilf be overtaken by events 
Ala Numeiri (Jafaar Numeiri 
of Sudan).” 

Rahman believes Jordan's 
elections will contribute to the 
pressure already on some 
countries by the international 
liberalisation phenomenon. “It 
would add to the external fac- 
tors pushing democratisation 
he said. 

A European diplomat 
argues that “democracy's ex- 
portable” and what happened 
in Eastern Europe can be a 
lesson to autocratic regimes 
elsewhere. “I realise there are 
many differences between the 
two regions but once one coun- 
try starts on the path, others 
are more encouraged to fol- 
low.'' He asserts chat people 
everywhere, including in toe 
Middle East, are seeking ways 
to change the one-party rale 
system and participate in the 
decision-making process. 

Ibrahim, who is more opti- 
mistic than the other Arab 
analysts interviewed, believes 
that the 1990s “is going to be 
the decade of democratisation 
in the Arab World.” 
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New era begins 

TODAY His Majesty King Hussein opens the first session of 
flie new Jordanian Parliament with a speech from the 
throne oatfining the Kingdom’s future coarse. The 11th 
Parliament will in due course respond to the Royal speech 
and thus a new era of parliamentary life in the country wBl 
be inhered with vigour. The composition of the Upper and 
Lower Houses of the Parliament is projected to introduce a 
fresh sense of dynamism to the new legislature where many 
pressing issues win be debated and agreed or disagreed 
upon. The first challenge Earing the new parliamentarians, 
whether they are situated in the Upper or Lower House, will 
'of course come from the Royal speech, which will require 
much deliberations before an adequate reply can be 
formulated and delivered. And the first test that the new 
Partiament will undertake wffl be how parliamentarians 
debate the issues presented to them by the speech from the 
throne. 

There are many new elements and trends in the Lower 
House that, hopefully not, may end up clashing with one 
another in an acrimonious manner . The composition of the 
Upper House on the other hand is marked by homogeneity 
among its members in prihical thought as well as socio- 
economic perspectives. How the heterogeneity of the Lower 
House wfll cope with the homogeneity of the Upper House 
and vice versa is now upper most on the minds of Jorda- 
nians. In particular what Jordanians wish to gauge very 
carefully is whether an elected House performs better than a 
chosen one in servicing the needs of the people and 
responding to their yearnings and aspirations. 

But be that as it may, the country is once again on the 
threshold of a new start in parliamentary life. To be sore, 
the history of parliamentary life in the Kingdom is relatively 
long and goes back four decades, marked with a string of 
ups and downs and spells of interruptions. This ndw 11th 
Partiament has many critical subjects on its hands of which 
bread and batter issues are expected to be accorded high 
priority. Consideration of the events and circumstances that 
led to the economic and fiscal crisis in the country, including 
the investigation of past malpractices in the running of the 
economy are also expected to draw heated debates from the 
four corners of the Lower House. Many voices from within 
tiie Lower House will be calling for accountability for past 
and future actions of the government to prevent a repetition 
of abuses of the past. Others may raise other vital issues 
ranging from the educational system of the country to 
foreign policy pursuits. All in all the sessions of the new 
Partiament are projected to be very lively and exciting ones 
filled with hope that the future of the country win be as 
always bright and promising. 


Weekly Political Pulse 


By Wateed Sadl 


Want freedom of press, are you prepare 




At Ra’i Arabic daily on Sunday praised the Lebanese deputies for 
succeeding in electing a president and proving to the world that 
the Lebanese people are determined to rise above the hatred and 
above the side issues in order to reach a national reconciliation 
and a permanent peace. The paper said Jordan and the majority 
of nations have expressed their deep satisfaction with the election 
of Hrawi who appointed a new government to deal with the 
situation and to resume the task begun by the late president. 
Peace-loving nations and friendly countries do wish the new 
president success in his mission and in bringing about reconcilia- 
tion among the warring factions of his country with the help of the 
Arab League and Arab leaders, said the paper. But it added, if 
the peace efforts are to succeed, the Lebanese people ought to 
place all their weight behind their new leader and help him reach 
a peaceful settlement with Michel Aoun so that a quick and 
peaceful end can be found for the dispute. Therefore, said the 
paper, it is essential that the Arab League mediation committee 
maintain its role in Lebanon and help its people transcend their 
tragedies, sufferings and ordeal and live in peace. 

A columnist in A1 Ra’i Arabic paper reminds partiament 
members who hold their first meeting Monday of the pledges they 
took before the electorate and the nnmeroos challenges confront- 
ing them. The deputies are faced with such questions as public 
freedoms, culture and information and the various legislations 
enacted before the general election among other things, says 
Abdul Rahim Omar. The deputies are also required to find 
solutions for the country’s economic problems, the question of 
unemployment and others which are on the mind of all people. 
All the same time the writer blames those citizens who he says 
foiled to turn out to vote on election day and who watch helplessly 
now if things do not turn out right for them in the Lower House of 
Parliament However, be says, the constitution has not changed, 
and the speech from the throne Monday will no doubt reaffirm its 
provisions calling on all deputies to adhere strictly to the 
constitution which serves as an umbrella for all legislations. The 
writer says that with the resumption of parliament's role, one can 
rest assured that the Kingdom's constitution, enacted four 
d e cades ago, will reign supreme and maintain the momentum for 
the country's march towards progress and prosperity. 

With the election of Elias Hrawi as president of Lebanon, the way 
is now paved for the Lebanese to embark on meaningful action to 
remove all obstacles that impede a general reconciliation, said 
S«wt A1 Sbaab Arabic daily newspaper Sunday. The paper said 
that the Lebanese members of parliament who succeeded in 
electing a president, shortly after the assassination of Muawad, 
are no donbt able to remove all the elements of fear and dll the 
causes of dissention that had divided the nation over the past 15 
years. The paper said that the deputies who represent the nation 
can and should preserve Lebanon's sovereignty and unity, and 
enable the nation to resume its Arab role in the Middle East. The 
paper said that Jordan's parliament members should take a lesson 
from tile consequences of the Lebanese civil war and the victory 
of the Lebanese parliament in arriving at a consensus designed to 
bring about reconciliation and peace to their country. Jordanian 
parliament members who meet in Amman Monday, said the 

paper, ought to take a good lesson from the Lebanese in matters 
related to safeguarding their country’s unity and maintain the 
momentum of progress. 


IF THERE was ever an issue on whidh all the candidates for the 
Nov. 8 parliamentary elections had agreed it was certainly the call 
for the freedom of the press. Yet when the winners and losers 
among them are pressed for a definition of the concept of die 
freedom of the press, one readily discovers that there is a wide 
divergence of views among them on the subject. As a matter of 
fact the tug-of-war between the various Jordanian perspectives on 
the definition of the freedom of the press reached a dnnax when 
the case of Toujan Faisal loomed m the horizon prior to the 
casting of the ballots. What I suspect "is that in any given country, 
where there is no cultural base for tolerance of (Efferent views and 
ideas, die concept of the freedom of the press would encounter an 
uphill battle that may suffocate its spirit. Accordingly, in societies 
where orthodoxy is nurtured and promoted by the educational 
system right from the word go, it would be most improbable to' 
succeed in making an opening for venting conflicting views and 
ideas. The emerging picture from such a situation is that whereas 
governments may succeed in stifling the freedom of the press in 
some matters, the ill-prepared public could very well end up being 
the main censor of the press with regard to the remaining 
intellectual pursuits. To be sure one sees pockets of resistance to 
the meaningful exercise of the freedom of thought even among 
the so-called intelligentsia who pretend that they have a monopo- 
ly on sound interpretation of all subjects under the sun to the 
extent that some of than would view ideas contrary to their own 
as either heresy, sacrilegious, reactionary, communist or even as 
acts of treason. 

A case in point that comes in mind occurred in the heart of 
America and at the seat of one of the most prestigious centres for 


higher education there, the University of Chicago. Right in thef 
midst of the era of the late U.S. senator Joseph McCarthy and Ins 
infamous crusade against tiberatism in his country in the fifties, 
which he mH fife s uppo rters had confused with Communism, the 
Univer si ty of Chicago began to introduce courses on Commun- 
ism- When questioned about the veracity of the news reports that 
tbe university is educating its students on the “per fidious 1 * subject 
of Communism, tbe chancellor of the university then responded 
to the public outcry by the foDowing pertinent words: “Yes the 
university is fawfeng courses on Communism and it is also 
teaching courses on cancer at the medical school!” Those were the 
days when Darwinism was prevented from being taught in schools 
and institutions of hi gh er learning as outrageous deviation from 
the teachings of the Bible. 

Tbe 'moral of the story is that while everybody uses govern- 
ments as an easy target and accuses them as being the principal 
obstacle to the exercise of the freedom of the press, no one 
bothers to ask whether the public is truly prepared to indulge in 
the practice of the freedom of thought and the exercise of the 
freedom of the press. To be more specific, have the ' existing 
generations of Arabs been receiving the kind of e du ca t ion that 
prepares them to tolerate ideas and thoughts that sore diametrical- 
ly opposed to their own? Or, are they still in that kind of frame of 
mind that makes them fast on the draw to accuse their opponents 
in thought as either treacherous, reactionary, communist or 
sacrilegious? The upshot of all this is that the seekers of tbe 
freedom of the press must not only ask their respective govern- 
ments for more freedom of the press but also ask themselves if 
they are prepared to tolerate ideas and views that may be 


rc ST*!i ottakSdft coold be aigued 
notwithstanding afl the shortcomings that may still exist m foe 
'cultures of nations belonging to the developing countries, that the 
.ooeties of aid. ounces mn* tagnj* 1 


step in that direction. People, it is often pointed out, may a* the 
outset appear to be shocked by unorthodox and untradrtmnal 
views fartthat they would get used to 

enough. There is no escape from the trials and mbmarion softhe 
learning process and a beginning most be made to get the people 
in question accustomed to react to different views m a tolerant 
way if not in a positive way. Hie principal objective must be at all 
Hnw to avoid hysterical responses or emotional oulbuists that 
could nip freedom of thought and press in the bud. And wbatewr 
one’s thoughts are on the generic subject of tbe freedo m oft ftc_ 
press, it is indeed a heavy responsibility to even attempt to 
delineate its boundaries. The classical concern would always be; 
where does freedom of the press begin and where does it eim. 
And what is even more awesome is to determine who shall be the. 

judge of this. .... , . v 

As for us here in Jordan and during this new era of expanded 
democracy, when the call for freedom of the press is on the tipof 
the tongue erf so many of us, it is a propitious occasion to ask 
ourselves before anything else about our own threshold of 
tolerance for thoughts and ideas that may run counter to our own. 
Once we have satisfied ourselves with our answers, we may then 
direct our concern to our government and ask of it what we 
accept for ourselves. 


Exotic array of candidates 
in ‘fist-fight’ democracy 


By John Pomfret 

The Associated Press 

NEW DELHI — Criminals, ex- 
kings and famil y clans are vying 
for power as the world’s largest 
democracy engages in a raucous 
display of sometimes-violent poli- 
tics in national elections that en- 
ded Sunday. 

“The election is like a Hindu 
god,” said Bhabani Sen Gupta, a 
noted political commentator. “It 
has many arms, hands and beads. 
It is an angry beast.” 

A man suspected of master- 
minding the 1984 assassination of 
Prime Minister Indira Gandhi is 
running for parliament from a jail 
cell. He’s considered a shoo-in. 

Hie brother of the man who 
killed Mohandas K. Gandhi, the. 
leader of India's nonviolent free- 
dom struggle, also wants a seat. 
He was imprisoned for 18 years 
for his part in the killiiig. 

One former maharajah, or 
king, supervises a camp ai gn from 
the luxurious confines a f his 
riverside palace. Another has 
discarded his natty suits for 
home-spun cottons to be closer to 
the people. 

Pundits say this year’s crop of 
candidates is the strangest since 
India won independence from 
Britain in 1947. It is no coinci- 
dence, they say, that the cam- 
paign is one of India’s most vio- 
lent and poses the sharpest chal- 
lenge to the Congress Party, 
which has governed India for 40 
of tixe past 42 years. More than 
130 people have died since the 
race began. 

Tbe fist of candidates, they say, 
highlights two important trends in 
Indian politics: The growth of 
nepotism and the increasing role 


of crooks. 

“It’S a com binati on of fist-fight 
democracy and a family busi- 
ness,” Sen Gupta said. “The 
younger generation does the 
shooting while their parents run 
for office." 

Criminals began to play a ma- 
jor role in In dian politics in the 
1960s when the leaders of India’s 
independence movement were 
replaced by a new breed of politi- 
cian. 

Hie new generation concen- 
trated on strengthening local 
power bases. To do this, thugs, or 
goondas in Hindi, were useful in 
collecting such funds, intimidat- 
ing voters and slugging it out with 
the other side. 

“An average goonda is equal to 
1,000 votes, and a dass-one goon- 
da can be worth 10,000 votes, 
sometimes more,” Y ash want 
Sinha spokesman for the opposi- 
tion Janata Dal Party, said m an 
interview. 

During her two terms in office, 
Mrs* Gandhi challenged political 
bosses, appointing allies from 
New Delln to importants posts in 
the states. But the result was not 
what she intended, political scien- 
tist Ashis Nandy said. 

As the power of local bosses 
waned, more and more criminals 
began running against their for- 
mer masters. 

In three of tbe most populous 
states, at least 50 candidates for 
p arliament or State le gislatur es 
are under investigation for crimes 
ranging from theft to murder. 
These candidates span the ideolo- 
gical spectrum. 

Sikh radicals, seeking to create 
a new nation called Khahstan in 
northern Punjab state, have kil- 
led about 7,500 people in die last 
four years. This year some of the 


radicals are miming for office. 

Atinderpal Singh, alleged chief 
of the Khalfe tan liberation orga- 
nisation and the suspected mas- 
termind of Mrs. Gandhfs assas- 
sination, is running for a parlia- 
ment seat from the jail where he 
awaits trial for a series of lethal 
bombings in New Delhi Joining 
him on the ballot is Bixnal Khalsa, 
widow of one of Mrs. Gandhi’s 
killers, Beant Singh, who was 
killed <mi the spot by other secur- 
ity men. 

Both Atinderpal Singh and 
Mr&Khalsa are favoured to win. 

“This is a step forward,” Sen 
Gupta said. “They will contribute 
more to society roaming die halls 
of government than they would 
roaming the hills of Punjab, kill- 
ing innocent fanners.” Families 
are also getting into the political 
act. 

Three members of the Nehru- 
Gandhi family "■ — Prime Minister 
Rajiv Gandhi, his estranged sfir/ 
ter-in-law Maneka Gandhi, and 
his estranged cousin Arun Nehru 
— are running for par l iament 
seats. Only the prime minister is 
running on the Congress ticket. 

Their dynasty was started by 
Jawaharlal Nehru, India’s first 
prime minister and father of In- 
dira Gandhi. 

Other pro minen t families in- 
clude the Sdndia dan, who used 
to be the kings and queens of 
■Gwalior in central India. Royal 
titles were abolished in 1971. 

Vijaya Raje Sdndia, who is 
still known as the rajmata, or 
queen mother, and her son 
Madhav Rao Sdndia are running | 
for parliament in adjoining dis- 
tricts. The mother is running for 
an opposition party, while the sou 
is nmning for the Congress Party. 


U.S. right wants German 
unification on summit agenda 


By Carol Giacomo 


WASHINGTON — President 
George Bush is under pressure 
from leading U.S. conservatives 
to make German reunification a 
central topic of his talks off Malta 
next month with Soviet President 
Mikhail Gorbachev. 

Tbe Heritage Foundation, a 
Washington-based right-wing 
think tank which promotes a 
tough line towards Moscow, 
wants him to take the lead in 
planning Germany's future. 

Tbe private foundation also 
proposes a peace treaty to end 
the cold war. 

“We’ve won the damn cold 
war,” Burton Yale Pines, Herit- 
age Foundation senior vice-presi- 
dent, told Reuters. 

Since East Germany opened its 
border with West Germany 
Jhis month. Bush and his 
aides have played down the pros- 
pect of German reunification, 
saying it is a goal but a long-term 
one. • 

Eastern Eu rop e is expected to 
be a key topic at tbe shipboard 
summit on December 2 and 3 but 
the Americans insist that it 
should produce no deals over 
Europe's future. 

Tbe breaking down of the iron 
curtain and the political changes 
in East Germany have made 
Soviet leaders and some Euro- 
peans worry about moves to- 
wards a reunited German nation. 

Debate on die subject has been 
lively in the United States. Some 


analysts, former secretary of state 
Henry Kissinger among then, be- 
lieve reunification is inevitable. 

Others disagree. These indude 
former national security official 
Paul Nitze and Jerry Hough, pro- 
fessor at Duke University in 
North Carolina. 

In Hongh’s view, reunification 
can be decided only by the Ger- 
mans themselves. But will they or 
. won’t they? “My guess is they 
don’t know,” he said. 

Short of reunification, two 
other possibilities are being dis- 
cussed in Washington. 

One is a confederation in which 
each country keeps some func- 
tions separate. 

Under tbe other, they would 
remain apart with economic in- 
tegration blurring political and 
mflitaty divisions. 

Assistant Secretary of State 
Raymond Seitz said last week tbe 
administration has no preference, 
telling reporters: “The U.S. gov- 
ernment has no formula, has no 
prescriptions for this issue.” 

He and other officials have 
made it dear that Bush intends to 
follow the lead of its ally West 
Germany in dealing with the 
reunification issue, which raises 
fears of revived German military 
power. 

Pines and others argue that 
U.S. passivity would surrender to 
Moscow the initiative in the de- 
bate over Europe’s filture. 

A divided Germany is an 
anomaly and Washington “has 
got to take die lead in coming up 
with a blueprint that makes 
sense... for a German reunifica- 
tion that does not create new 


tensions or instabilities in 
Europe,” Pines said. 

.“We’re telling Bush to bring 
this up at Malta,” he added. 

Pines points out that the Un- 
ited States, as opposed to 
Europe, has nothing to fear from 
reunification. 

According to the Heritage 
Foundation, U.S. policy makers 
risk being outflanked by Gor- 
bachev who could well come up 
with a bold proposal for the 
future of Germany and Europe, 
patting tbe West on the defen- 
sive. 

It proposed a seven-step policy 
beginning with free elections and 
an end to Communist Party role 
in East Germany and leading to a 
German confederation. 

This alternative, in which die 
two states merge domestic func- 
tions but keep their foreign and 
defence policies separate, would 
allow West Germany to remain a 
member of the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organisation (NATO). 

East Germany would be a 
neutral zone with no Soviet 
troops on its territory or could 
stay in the Warsaw Pact with a 
token Soviet military presence. 

• Seme senior U.S. officials are 
said to be interested in this prop-, 
osal but there is no sign that it is - 
receiving serious consideration. 

Officials have focused publicly 
op bow to strengthen NATO’s j 
future political role to maintain , 
security in Europe. 

The U.S. administration seems 
to believe the alliance should be 
die West’s pivot but many experts 
say the European Community is 
the rising star. 


Wars rage around the 
world despite detente 


By William C. Hfdfaty 

The Associated Press 

NEW YORK — Improving U.S.- 
Soviet relations haven’t brought 
peace to die world’s jungles, de- 
sots and mountains, where guer- 
rilla armies are fighting to over- 
throw old governments and cre- 
ate new nations. 

As 1989 drew to a dose, U.S.- 
Soviet relations had grown so 
warm that some officials and 
analysts were declaring foe cold 
war had ended. • 

But in many Third World coun- 
tries, where the two superpowers 
waged much of the cold war by 
chooang tides and bankrolling 
their proxies, peace remained 
elusive. 

“With a few exceptions, die 
emergence of detente in U.S.- 
Soviet relations win have relative- 
ly litde impact on conflict in die 
Hurd World or in other areas ” 
said Stephen Walt, an associate 
professor of political science at 
the University of Chicago. 

“I don’t dunk it’s going to do 
much to resolve indigenous con- 
flicts because the causes of diem 
don’t have much to do with die 
superpowers. 

“The fact that’ the superpowers 
are getting out (of Thud World con- 
flicts)... may reduce die access of 
resistance movements to high- 
powered military weaponry at 
free or greatly reduced prices. 
But it’s not going to change the 
fact that there are significant poli- 
tical conflicts there,” Walt said. 

And without direct superpower 
involvement, Walt contends, 
there likely will be less attention 
focused on regional wars and as a 
result, less pressure for peace. 

“One could argue that the im- 
provements in U.S.-Soviet rela- 
tions and the end of the cold war 
may have the paradoxical effect 
of allowing conflicts in the Third 
World to fester for a long time,” 
he said 

There was some progress to- 
wards settling several tongtime 
wars in 1989, but many others — 
such as flic conflicts in Cambodia, 
Ethiopia and El Salvador — 
flared into open daily warfare 
after periods of relative peace. 

“We’ve seen some fairly 
dramatic developments in the 
peace process as a result of warm- 
rag U.S.-Soviet relations,” said 
Michael Mandelbaum, a senior 
fellow at the Cornual on Foreign 
Relations in New York City and 
director of the council’s project 
cm East-West relations. “Hie 
changes in the Soviet Union had a 
pronounced impact on die con- 
flict in southern Africa and in 
! Southeast Aria. 

“But I think we’ve now con- 
sumed the peace dividend. Now L 
think we’re going to see these 
regional conflicts continuing be- 
cause they’ve got causes that have 
very little to do with U.S.-Soviet 
relations,” he said. 

Throughout 1989, more than 
25 major wars were fought in 
different parts of tbe world, and 
reports of smaller skirmishes flar- 
ing periodically came from 
dozens of distant datelines, like 
the Chitta go ng hills of southern 
Bangladesh. 

In October, for instance, there 
were 27 active “trouble spots” 
around the globe where major 
wars were bring waged, just one 
fewer than the 28 hot spots re- 
corded at the end of 1988, said 
Peter WaBensten, director of tbe 
.Peace and Conflict Studies Dgart- 
ment at Sweden's Uppsala Uni- 
versity. Wallensten’s department 
tracks major wars for die Sweden 
International Peace Research In- 
stitute’s annual yearbook on 
global conflict. 


Though seemingly unrelated, 
many of these wars and smaller 
conflicts involved ethnic groups 
fi ghting for a common goal: Crea- 
tion of their own independent 
state. The Soviet Union even saw 
the resurgence of nationalism in 
several of its republics turn vio- 
lent in 1989. 

Other wars involved border 
disputes with ancient or colonial- 
era origins and attempts to over- 
throw governments. 

In Asia, guerrillas were fight- 
ing to topple the governments of 
Afghanistan, Burma, Cambodia, 
the Philippines and Sri Lanka 
despite pressures for peace from 
the superpowers and neighbour- 
ing countries. 

In the deserts and mountains of 
Africa, decades-old wars flared 
anew between Chad and Libyan- 
backed rebels, between the PpK- 
sariogueiriflasandtitelVforoGcan 
government to create an indepen- 
dent state in the Western Sahara, 
and between two allied rebel 
armies and the Ethiopian govern- 
ment. The death toll also 
mounted from insurrections in 
the Sudan, Somalia and Mozara- 


In the Middle East, Lebanon 
was plunged into a new orgy of 
factional bloodletting between 
Christians, Muslims and the Sy- 
rian army; the Palestinian upris- 
ing ground on in the Israeli- 
occupied territories; and Kurdish 
guerrillas kept fighting for an 
independent state in adjoining 
areas of Iraq, Iran and Turkey. 

In tbe mountains and dries of 
Central and South America, lef- 
tist rebels mounted the fiercest 
offensive of their 10-yeax-old war 
against the government of El 
Salvador, while guerrillas stepped 
up their insurrections in Guate- 
mala and Peru. 

The Colombian government 
found itself fighting terrorism by 
cocaine traffickers and a resurg- 
ence of leftist guerrilla attacks. 
And a new round of battles broke 
out between the Nicaraguan gov- 
ernment and U.S.-backed rebels 
as peace talks dogged down in 
November. 
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But tbe guns remained silent, 
for tbe most part, in the Gulf 
region of the Middle Etut, 
al though Iran and Iraq ended 
1989 no closer to a formal peace 
treaty ending their 8-year-old war 
than when a cease-fire took hold 
in nrid-1988. 

Africa’s last colony, Namibia, 
also moved closer to independence 
from South Africa in 1989' as a 
regional peace plan appeared to 
be working. • 

Hie Sennet Union’s new fore- 
ign policy under President 
Mikhail Gorbachev led to some 
tentative moves in 1989 towards 
peace in three countries: Afgha- 
nistan, Cambodia and Angola 

After 10 years of fighting 
alongside the Afj»han Communist 
government against Muslim re- 
bels, tiie Soviet Union withdrew 
its soldiers in February 1989. The 
pullout , did little -to- end - the 
fighting; 

The con firming Afghan civil' 
war “demonstrates bow indirect 
the superpowers’ influence is” on' 
Third World conflicts, said Greg- 
ory Treverton, a senior fellow at 
the Council on Foreign Affairs. 
“It seems to me the peopfe'in 
Afghanistan are prepared tofight 
for a long, long time.” 

Soviet pressure on Angela, 
coupled frith U.S. arm-twisting 
directed at the UNTTA rebels, 
led both sides to the negotiating 
table. Cuba also began withdraw- 
ing its troops from Angola in 1989 
as part of the regional peace plan 
providing for Namibian inde- 
pendence. 

Hie Angolan government and 
the rebels agreed to an initial 
cease-fire in 1.989 after 14 years of 
civil war. But once the initial 
euphoria subsided, skirmishes 
flared as both sides accused the 
other of truce violations. 

In Cambodia, the Soviet Union 
helped persuade its major ally in 
the region, Vietnam, to withdraw 
its froops from the country, pro- 
ducing another burst of optimism , 
that peace might be near. 

But international peace i»lfes 
failed to produce a settlement - 


The silent majority 


To Che Editor: 

THE recent parliamentary elec- 
tions have proven that Jordan, 
like all other countries, has a 
huge sfleut majority. A look at 
the results shows that most of the 
elected representatives either 
have tribal or political party affi- 
liations, whether declared or not. 

As I studied the results I was 
awed at the minute number of 
votes won by those candidates 
who in their campaigns concen- 
trated on national issues, and 
who very clearly are loyal first 
and foremost to Jordan rather 
than to a p olitical party, a reh- 
gKHBgroup or to a certain ideolo- 
gy. Those candidates, I venture 
to say, have the largest following. 
Unfortunately, their following is 
basically the sflent majority that I 
am talking about. 

I have in tbe past few days 
disc u ssed the elections, particu- 
larly the results, with numerous 
friends, acquaintances and col- 
leagues who are worried that 
pecan se, for example, a certain 
group has a majority in the Lower 
House they may instigate legisla- 
tion that will restrict, if not 
jeopanfise some of the liberties 
they now enjoy and have forever 
taken for granted. Others are 
worried about the socialist or 
Communist ideals of some repre- 


sentatives and how these fetoafe 
are going to affect future legisla- 
tion. 

It came as no real surprise to 
me when most of these people 
told me that they did not vote. It 
was either became they “couldn't 
be bothered” or because they 
thought their vote ’‘wouldn’t 
make a difference”. 

Regardless who won the elec- 
tion, or who did not, time w£D 
prove that the real winner was 
Jordan in proving to the world 
that we are capable of having 
democratic elections whereby 
everyone has an equal chance 
regardless of their background, 
political or otherwise. The only 
loser is the silent majority that 
s hou ld by now feel nothing tat 
sorry for not exerdang the full 
rights granted by the Constitu- 
tion, and guaranteed by His- ' 
Majesty King Hussein and his 
government. ■ 

My final word to the sfient 
majority is: “I hope you realise 
by now that you should ; be 
bothered, that it makes a lot of 
difference, and that neart time yna 
are given such a chance stand up 
and be counted or forever bold 

your peace”. 

Mfthfcal R. Asfoar 
P.O. Box 35294, 
Amman - Jordan. : 


« 
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address world 


■ "By Cherie Hart 

TOO YOUNG to vote/theywexe 
already CHitfining polity on hu- 
man nght^tiw environment, re-. 


3uy, Nag 
^ ind&ttj 
• in it®, 


the peopt 
?paidtt 
jne." 


By Claire Rosemberg 
Renter 


vTertnnfl* ; 
io an^ 


, President of* foe United Stales, 

and tlie world listened^ 
Thestudents Jhad. entered a- 
a J®jj5 & wridiK contest sponsored by the 
ait ^ <U United Nations Association of 
j. ^ pCfl, the USA, the United Nations 
Development Programme 
(UNDP) and the~Daiky Family 
Fotmdation.Eadi won a free trip 
r“*W to a developing nation, then 
flights courtesy of Thomas Cook 
attew and Egyptair, Royal Air Maroc, 
JahSj and An Jamaica. : 
wesg * During their one-week vials, 
‘■shall w they toured UNDP projects and 
’ met with other teenagers to learn, 
Df expj,, first band, about problems faced 
°Q tw* in the developing world. The trips 
asioa to 1 also provided a mix of talks with 
hre$W U.N. and government dignitar- 
toonj. J. ies, visits., to landmarks and his* 
ve nw torical sites, with forays into the 


h countryside for a glimpse of local 

— "We can either overcome glob- 
al problems together, or we shall 
submit to them separately/’ 
^ wrote Paras Mehta, foe 15-year- 
^ old prize winner from Cerritos 
High School in- California. He 
competed against more than 
1 7 0(X) young people from 20 states 
who subnritted tbdr version of a 
U.S. presidential speech to the 
U.N. General Assembly: 

Mr. Mehta was awarded $1,000 
and a trip to Egypt for his address 
. which stressed the interdepend- 
, jjj J* ence of nations and called for 
fiddle i! Fchidmde initiatives to stop de- 
j b pterion ot the ozone layer. The 
, f 0r rL* lanky teenager, whose parents 
immigrated to the U.S. from In- 
dia, has served as secretary 
t0Q ^ general of his school's Model 
^ nu u , United Nations for three years. 

: ' '.y Hfieen-year-old Jeff Fecke had 

never flown on .a plane before be 
m won $750 and a trip to Morocco. 

Q a PP c 35 The vi ol a tion of human rights is. 

, the world’s most pressing prob- 
>DS ne# fc ion,- wrote -the. Nkollet Junior 
:r Prn & Hig h School student from Bum- 
•2.®* sville, Minnesota- "‘Each and ev- 
1«9 b* ery day,” he wrote, “foe baric 
ntneSi^ rights of nriflions of people are 
and An# trampled upon -because of their 
> of fijb views, their refigjou, their gender 
anComi; or fo^race.” - 
>t Mnshi Matthew. Bamberger, an 18- 
dioovht year-old from Gainesville High 
iarylSSi School ini^rida,j0ewto Jamaica 
to ess for bis.. priK, which included . 

$500: Formerly secretarygcberal 
Af gha ; of Ms scbool’s-U JSL. dub, he will : 
, bow M attend foe Univearity of Notre 
iflueiffiE’ Dame in September. ‘To truly 
ns.sadQ understand each other, -we must 
;aior fdto opm our societies and search out 
•reign AS bufoer social contact,” he wrote 
toe pajj* hi ins essay. “The barriers of 
•pgjgjjiK isolation must be tom down and 
: JDe » an effort be made to learn from 

on As ««* ° &er ' n • 

. arnHs ^ T" 

By Cfoire Rosemberg 

Reuter 

gan wbe - - . 

jjjw PARK — Forget the idle titflla- 
•lETi tionof sun,, sand, sea and surf. 
m For the average 1990s yuppie, 
holidays will be all work, work, 
work.- • ~- 

viera ®J tf J So says Gilbert Trigano,. the 
. 10 tL chainhan and driving force be- 
ier] /-r hind one of the world’s most 
w !JL successful travel ventures, the 
i* Club Mediterranee, better known 
s* 0 ® 3, as Onb Med. 
anotB. “Holidays are no longer a time 

• Sowffj; for emptiness, idleness. They 
have become a time for activity,” 

i- w 6 ® 1 : he said m. an- interview. - 

A short, stodkfly-buflt man of 
itoiop' . g^Trigana has the Frenchman’s 
ie nfll- . ' 

1 — 




And learn is what each winner 
<fid. Before ins trip to Egypt, Mr. 
Mehta’s perce pt fon : of the U.N. 

. was that of (fiplomatic meetups, 
committees and negotiations, 

' usually focusing on peace initia- 
tives. “Now I know that the U.N. 
and organisations" like UNDP 
work in foe field, not jnst behind 
dosed doors, to better foe lives of 
people throughout the world.” - 

During his Egypt trip, Mr. 
Mehta had a chance to wi t n es s 
UNDP in action, both behind the 
scenes and at a project site. His 
.VIP treatment began the moment 
he arrived in Cairo accompanied 
by Ms teacher, Richard Neville, a 
UNDP representative and a press 
entourage befitting any world 
leader. He was present at foe 
signing of a joint project between 
UNDP, foe Food and Agriculture 
Organisation and Egypt’s Minis- 
try of Agriculture.. The enter- 
prise will create a computer net- 
work to monitor foe production, 
of agricultural crops. 

But development means 

more than si gning a gr eements, as 

Mr. Mehta saw for himself. On a 
field visit to Noubaria, 150 
kilometres northwest of Cairo, he 
observed a productive forming 
area that was once a barren 
stretch of sand. The massive re- 
clamation project of 875,000 
hecatres s up po r ts a community in 
which university graduates, 
fonneriy landless formers and pri- 
vate investors are profitably 
growing vegetables, . cultivating 
guava, citrus and olive trees, and 
raising livestock. By the early 
1990s, the project will increase 
Egyptian agricultural land by 20 
per cent and create more than 
75,000 new jobs. 

T saw dedicated people work- 
.ing strenuously in foe beat to help 
local formers improve their crop 
cultivation techniques, ” says Mr. 
Mehta. Tt was a true people-to- 
people exchange. ” 

Morocco proved to be as stimu- 
lating for Mr. Fecke as Egypt was 
for Mr. Mehta. Throughout his 
tour, the mid-west teenager ex- 
perienced official hospitality from 
Morocco’s minister of culture as 
well as visiting with villagers who 
offered their homes, native 
cuisine, enthusiasm to wialre 
their American gnest feel wel- 
come. 

Accompanied by U.N. offi- 
cials; his mother and Mariel Wel- 
ter, the teacher who inspired him 
to enter the writing contest, Mr. 
Fecke spent his first day right- 
seeing in foe port city of Rabat: 
Thegroup totfre&fofe mausoleum 
of lCmg Mohammed V, Eing ' 
Bassan’s father, and the famous 
Medina, the old city endxded by 
foe town’s ancient rums and for- 
tresses. 

Poor school children offering 
shoe shines and trinkets, trailed 
the group through foe cobble- 
stoned streets, of Rabat as they 
esqriored centuries-old mosques, 

penhhant for philosophical mus- 
ing. Bat he also has an unsoally 
good ose for ch angin g social 
trends and an even cannier abfiity 
to cash in on them. 

Ever since its first camp 
sprouted into being 39 years ago 
— a field of windy tents in die 
Balearic Islands ; — foe On b Med 
has won a reputation for putting 
pleasure into leisure. 

For an entire generation of 
hofiday-makers, its resorts evoke 
palm-trees, topless beauties, tro- 
pical sands, midnight swims and 
romance — the easy-living 
hedonism that took root in foe 
1960s. 

But Trigano now foreqjens to 
tulcp, af least some of the fan out 

of the 98 CInb Med camps dotted 




• presided over by an elderly 
teacher. 

“That’s when culture shock 
really hit,” says the ninth grader. 
“What really struck me were the 
beggars and thf Wind children 
sitting with their hands out. All 
the while, people were sellin g 
their wares and business was 
going on as usual. You sure don’t 
see meat and goat heads hanging 
in front of shops in BuntsviZte. ” 

He felt right at home, however, 
during Ins first-ever meeting with 
a foreign dignitary. It turned out 
that Mohammed Benaissa, 
Morocco’s minister of culture, 
had studied journalism during the 
1960s at Minnesota State Uni-- 
versify, near Mr. Fecke’s home 
town. “It was jimaring to gO half 
way around the world and meet 
someone who studied near where 
I live,” says Mr. Fecke. “It made 
the world seem like such a small 
place.” 

After a three-hour journey to 
the tiny village of Oulmes, nes- 
tled in the remote Atlas Moon- 
tains, the group visited a national 
cow-breeding ranch assisted by 
UNDP. In meetings with veter- 
inarians and scientists, they 
learned that through genetic en- 
gineering foe project will increase 
the productivity of the local breed 
— the Oulmes olonde, a cow best 
suited to grazing over the area’s 
wild grasslands and pine forest. 
Beneath a tent of local wool, the 
Fedces then feasted o roast Jamb, 
couscous and fresh fruit grown in 
a nearby valley. 

Education was the main focus 
of Mr. Bomberger’s trip to 
Jamaica. Hard hit by Hurricane 
Gilbert last September, foe coun- 
try is still trying to gut back on 
economic track. Picking up the 
pieces includes repairing the 
1,200 schools damaged by hurri- 
cane. 

Gainesville High School, 
where Mr. Bombeiger was vice 
president of foe student body, has 
agreed to adopt Ocho Rios High 
School along the north coast of 
Jamaica. Shortly after winning 
foe writing contest in May, Mr. 
Bombeiger received a letter from 
the island school, sent through 
die UNDP Jamaica office, asking 
for help. 

The note expressed a need for 
supplies such as typewriters and 
science lab' equipment. Mr. 
Bomberger and his Advanced 
Placement Government and Hls- 
toiy teacher^I^p JU Fontmne,^ 
immediately began-, .discussions 
with school officials, in Florida to 
see what could be done. - ' 

The two arrived in Kin gston 
with approval from their school 
and an eagerness to firm up the 
logistics for a programme of shar- 
ing. After a sightseeing tour of 
the old fort and pirate haunts of 
Jamaica’s Port Royal, they met 
with a group of Peace Corps 
volunteers who were working 


with UNDP in assessing the dam- 
age to nearly 1,000 schools 
throughout the country. 

“The peace Corps volunteers , 
were going to each school to 
report on the actual hurricane I 
. destruction,” says Mr. Bomber- 
ger. “UNDP provided their 
transportation. It was interesting 
for me to see the two agencies in 
action like that.” 

The next day, Mr. Bomberger i 
part i ci p a t ed in a panel discussion 
among teachers and students at 
St. Andrews Technical High 
School in Kingston. They told 
- him about die storm damage and 
vandalism of the schools after foe 
hurricane. ‘They -described the 
kind of problems they have,” says 
Mr. Bombeiger, “and they were 
anxious to bear what difficulties 
we face in onr schools back 
home. Vandalism and drugs pla- 
gue schools in both countries.” 

When Mr. Bomberger arrived 
in Ocho Rios the next day, he and 
his teacher were greeted with 
much fanfare and honoured with 
student art work, gifts of local 
fruit, flowers and a poem express- 
ing gratitude for adopting Ocho 
Rios High. “I felt like royalty,” 
says Mr. Bombeiger. Tt was all 
cmite overwhelming to see hun- 
dreds of students lined np and 
cheering for me.” 

Exchange of classroom _sup-. 
plies from Gainesville to Ocho 
Rios will begin in the foil. UNDP 
will assist with the shipping of 
school materials. “The ami is to 
. eventually expand the pilot 
adopt-a-school project from 
Gainesville High to other schools 
in the United States, Great Bri- 
tain and Canada,” says Hugh 
Chcrimonddey, UNDP Resident 
Reprarotative in Jamaica. 

Friendships between Mr. 
Bomberger and students from 
Ocho Rios were sealed when 
members of the school's UN- 
ESCO chib took him to the beach 
and brought trim through the 
famed Dunn’s River Falls. Hand- 
in-hand, the teenagers climbed 
the slippery rocks to the top of 
the waterfall. On foe two-hour 
drive back to Kingston, he caught 
his last glimpses of foe lush, green 
Fern Gully and foe mountain 
■orchids of Jamaica. 

With one afternoon left of his 
t adventure, Mr. Bomberger vi- 
sited the Law of the Sea offices 
and conference centre in Kings- 
ton. In his prize-winning speech 
be bad said that, if he were 
president, he would reverse the 
U.S. position on the Law of the 
Sea treaty. He wrpte,/The Un- ; 
ited States is ready to accept foe 
Law of the Sea Convention in 
full.” The agreement is a multi- 
national attempt to regulate de- 
velopment of the world’s sea bed 
resources. After seeing the spec- 
tacular convention centre, which 
is a converted rum storehouse, 
Mr.... Bomberger suggested that 
it would be a great site for the 
next Model U.N. — UNDP 



Fresh vegetables at the counter! 


Nature back on the table 


UNDP 


By Slavojjnb Kacarevic 

WHILE REPRESENTATIVES 
of the produce industry are fright- 
ened by foe fact that there could 
soon be an end to tire era of 
chemically grown food (according 
to an article in foe International 
Herald Tribune), there is a rise in 
demand on the developed coun- 
tries’ markets for food produced 
without chemicals. Such trends 
were also noted long ago in 
Yugoslavia, thus one of the 
largest food producers, the Bel- 
grade Agricultural Combine 
(PKB), three years ago began 
implementing its project entitled 
the “power of nature” — food 
production foe natural way. 

Tire value of untouched fields 

In Yugoslavia, almost 100,000 
tonnes of chemical preparations 
are used annually in agriculture. 
Even though this is far below the 
European average, awareness of 
the danger of foe “green revolu- 
tion” is rising and organised 
efforts regarding the nutritional 
content of food are being made 
not only by government institu- 
tions* bat "also by alternative 
movements such -as the Society 
for Environmental Protection, 
foe Vegetarian Society and the 
Macrobiotic Society. 

“In our opinion, PKB joined 
the ecological fight at foe right 
time, with the production of 
health food. In foe movement 
towards a healthier life, we want 
to be among foe first food pro- 


ducers,” said Nikola Milutmovic, 
assistant general director of PKB. . 
In addition to its principal sup- 
port for ecological efforts, this 
firm does not hide the fact that it 
is also interested in profits by 
producing health food. Dr. Dra- 
goje Dusic, Director fo foe PKB 
Institute was initiated, explains 
‘that experts have the task of not 
only researching but also com- 
mercialising foe production of 
health food. 

European fields, in Milutino- 


vo Uzice and Uzicka Pozega, in 
Sjenica and MaJjen.. According 
to Zivko Popovic, head of the 
project “Powers of Nature," 
these products’ first test on foe 
world market will be in Sweden: 
PKB is presently negotiating with 
Sweden on health food exports. 
According to Mflutinovic. PKB is 
open to joint ventures with fore- 
ign partners should there be any 
interest in these products. 

Gaming the consumer’s 
confidence 

In the twilight of the “green 


“European fields are already so saturated with 
chemicals that it would take years for them to be 
fit to produce health food even if they stopped 
utilising chemicals today. In Yugoslavia, many 
agricultural regions are still untouched by the 
“green revolution” and could be adapted to 
grow health food immediately or in a year or 
two.“ ■ 


vic’s words, are already so satu- 
rated with chemicals that it would 
take- years for them to be fit to 
prodnee health food even if they 
stopped utilising chemicals today. 
In Yugoslavia, many agricultural 1 
regions are still untouched by foe 
"green revolution” and could be 
adapted to grow health food im- 
mediately or in a year or two. 

Therefore, PKB has started or 
is preparing the production of 
health food under the strictest 
conditions on Bolec, on Ozren 
and Zlatibor mountains, in Soko- 
banja, in the regions around Tito- 


The idle are a dying breed 


across the globe. 

“Holidays,’’ he proclaims from 
his vast office overlooking the 
Paris bourse,” should help people 
understand what they are capable 
of doing — - and should provide 
the means to do it.” 

Looking to foe future, he sees a 
high-tech society in which profes- 
sionals, equipped with computer 
and telefax t ransmit ter, 
will work from home bat occa- 
sionally come face to face with 
fflDf u gnec at seminars in Qub 
Med villages or hotels. 

- This new generation of execu- 


tives, faced with a rapidly chang- 
ing professional environment, 
wffl be forced to constantly leant 
new Jatignageg and hew skills. 

He predicts that in foe space of 
a working life a successful profes- 
sional may have to practise a 
dozen different jobs. 

“During the past 30 years, holi- 
days were a sort of breathing- 
space in a life cycle in which there 
was a time to learn, a time to 
work and a time to prepare for 
death," he said. 

‘Then, a few years ago, as they 
became a fact of life and grew 


longer and longer, we realised 
they were a time for activity, for 
sports or manual skills. Now they 
have also become a time for 
reflection, self-knowledge and 
setf-advancement,” 

One out of every five Qub 
Med villages already offers com- 
puter training courses, and its 
luxury marbella site, in southern 
Spain, is described in the 
brochures as “a permanent com- 
puter campus.” 

But it is at home, in southwest 
France, that Trigano has laun- 
ched his biggest expe rim ent in the 


> f'jt r& 12 


holiday of the year 2000. 

In Opio, near foe riviera city of 
Cannes, the Qub Med last sum- 
mer opened a luxury resort that 
threatens to upset every comman- 
dment in the company Bible — 
while ringing in a steady flow of 
cash. 

The golden rule of the pro- 
totype Club Med village was to 
isolate its “gen tils membres” — 
or clients — from foe stress and 
strain of urban living. Tele- 
phones, television and newspap- 
ers were banned or kept at a 
discouraging distance. 




revolution” foe conflict of in- 
terest on foe food market be- 
tween producers and consumers, 
has been transferred to the area 
of mass media where each side in 
a controversy about foe quality of 
food often has its “own experts.” 
Boyers are then presented con- 
flicting information which often 
increases the fear and uncertainty 
of buying food. 

In “Yugoslavia numerous 
attempts were made to impartially 
evaluate the quality of food, foe 
loudest being foe campaigns by 
consumer groups in larger cities. 

“When I pedalled into town 
and back from a Onb Med village 
in Africa to buy the newspapers, 
the organisers sniffed and said 
“ah we have an intellectual’,” 
said one recent holidaymaker. 

Money was replaced with col- 
oured beads and, to help the 
permanently cheerful staff to cre- 
ate a feeling of communion, foe 
early Qub Med resorts had few 
or no angle rooms. 

Opio, however, will be another 
kettle of fish. 

The $60-million resort has 
cable TV and single rooms with 
telephones connected to a fax and 
computer terminal network. The 
beads may one day be replaced 
by plastic cards. 

Like foe old exotic villages. 


This still did not help restore 
order on the food market and in 
Belgrade this year foe public was 
presented foe “Health Food” 
programme from Cl SIM (Venter 
of Intellectual Property and 
Marketing). 

In foe words of Miijana Pavlo- 
vic, author and leader of this 
project, foe aim is to angle out 
those food products from the 
mass on foe market that are 
distinguished by a high level of 
nutritional correctness and biolo- 
gical value and specially market 
them “health food.” The inten- 
tion is to encourage competition 
among producers and improve 
quality, and to facilitate foe cus- 
tomer when buying food. In 
order to achieve this, the “health 
food” mark must earn a good 
reputation on the market, pri- 
marily in the consumer’s eyes. 
For this reason, QSIM is invest- 
ing an increasing amount of 
money in advertising. 

If his products pass the stan- 
dards that are stricter than those 
of the European Community, the 
producer receives foe right to the 
CISIM stamp for one year at 
most, and then the detailed tests 
are repeated. , 

CKIM is preparing a campaign 
for foe world food exhibit that is 
similar to its formation of -a 
domestic market image. The idea 
. is to export its mark as a guarantee 
of quality, thereby fa cilita t ing 
Yugoslav producer’s access to 
foreign buyers — Tanjug fear 


many of foe tables are set for 
eight, a delight for foe socially 
gregarious who love community 
table talk. 

While foe complex continues to 
offer the Chib Med’s usual gamut 
of sporting and recreational acti- 
vities, the big difference with its 
forebears is that only half foe 
clients are expected to be holi- 
daymakers. 

■The remainder, Trigano hopes, 
will come for training seminars or 
company meetings. 

In seeking to attract company 
executives to work in the relaxed 
atmosphere of the typiqai Qub 
Med village, Trigano says be 
hopes to increase his year-round 
clientele. “Onr aim is to increase 
bookings.” 


For aU your: 

Pocking, 

Aar Freight Forwarding, 

, . Customs Clearance, ' 
Door-to-door Service, 

. . ’ Ticketing and 
Reservation needs, 

- please call: 

AMIN KAWAR & SONS 

'Abdet Hamid Sharaf Street 
• — Shmeisani 
■ : P.O: Box 7806 

' Amman, Jordan 
/ : Tei. 404676, 604696 


CROWN 
INTL EST. 

packing, shipping, g 
forwarding, storaging, 
clearing, door-to-door 
service 




PEOPLE WHO N EEV 

MAINTENANCE 

SERI/ICES 

CALL LLSi 




TeL 604671 


S1TJDIOHAIG 


1 Hour Senrvich- - 
-Develop your . colour film at 
oar -shop and get:- 

* JUMBO photo 
sfM.3096 larger 

* From enlarge- 
moot 20 x 30 cm 


. Shmeisani - Opp. Grin dl ays 
Bank. Phone: 6Q4042 
- Swefieh tel: 823891 : - • 



Same Day Service 
for all E6 films at 

Salbashian 

Trading Co. 

Wadi Saqra sir. 
Next to Petra Bank 
Headquarters 

Tel : 633418 



Chbu Palace Restaurant 


Delicious Chinese and Lebanese 
cuWnes cooked to your Being. 
From 12 noon to Mdrdght 
AS served In the super amacSve 
Chinese decorations complemented by 
our Gns Western band. 

Also, enjoy noocMaJcr glass ofwtne at 
a discount price during happy hours 






S . The Housing Bank & Plaza Hotel 
672288. home dekvary awaflabto 



AL SABEEL 

HOTEL FLATS 


Tel. 630571. P.O.Box 2206' 

Conveniently located behind 
the Turkish Embassy In Jabal 
Amman, 2nd Circle, with easy 
access lo commercial centres 
and tourist sites. j 

Ideal far businessmen and 
visitors alike: 

— Comfortably furnished suites 
with seii-catering facilities. T.V. 
and serviced daily. 



Thefirst&best 
Chinese Restaurant 
In Jordan . 

. IstCfrctet Jabal Amman, near 
Myyah Girls School 

Taka away Is avaBabls 


J Qpen daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m . ; 

'~6:30-Midnigbt 
TeL $38968 


3L_ 

MANDARIN 
Chinese Restaurant 

The only typical Chinese 
cuisine in Amman. 
Chinese Flaming pot is available 

■ TakMawayMvaBabim 

OpendadylZ'OO- 15-30 . 
18:00-2330 

Wadi Saqra Road - near Traffic 
Bridge 

Amman, Jordan 

v Tel: 661922 / 


S 

CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 

specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

. ' 0:30 - Midnight y 



CHINESE . 
RESTAURANT 


TAIWAN TOURISMO 
Authentic Chinese Food 
Korean Bar-B-O 
Charcoal Flaming Pot 


Open daily Noon - 330 p.m. 
& 6:30p.m. -midnight 

Location: Near 3rd Circle 
opposite Akilah Hospital 

Teh 641093 


Ur ’*/ 

FIRST CLASS INDIAN 




Take away service 
* available 

Open Daily 12.30-3.30 pm 
7. 30 -Tl. 30 pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 

lbwards 3rd cftcle 


Tel:659519 659520 



LOOKING 
FOR A PLACE 
TO RENT IN 
WEST AMMAN 

CALLSOHA 

AT 



Saudi Real Estate 
687821/22 


TAHBOUB BROTHERS 


House Hold 
APPliances 



MECCA ST. - 
Tel: 823466/ 823477 
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Report expects world economic Algerian, Jordanian team; 
growth to slow down next year discuss bilateral relations 


NEW YORK (AP) — Major world economies 
performed strongly in 1989, but some slowing of 
growth is likely in the coming year, economists say. 


- Meanwhile, co mmunis t nations 
remain victims of economic 
stagnation, and crushing foreign 
debts have been little alleviated 
in Africa and Latin America. 

~ “The world economy has been 
exceptionally strong in 1988*89,'’ 
Morgan Guaranty Trust Co., a 
major New York bank, noted in a 
report. 

“In 1990,'’ in predicted, 
‘“growth in most foreign econo- 
mies looks set to slow from the 
recent unsustainable pace. Over- 
heating has emerged in parts of 
Europe, norably Britain and 
Spain. Overheating is at least 
potentially a concern in Japan as 
well. China has stumbled and this 
setback may depress growth in 
the region at large, especially in 
Hong Kong.” 

In Larin America, Morgan 
Guaranty said, ."growth remains 
shackled by structural failings and 
lack of confidence.” 

In the United States, experts 
worried about possible trouble 
ahead, but few preached outright 
gloom. 

. ■ The U.S. government ended its 
■fiscal year Sept. 30 with a S152.08 
billion deficit, about the same as 
the two previous years. 

’ “We doubt the government can 
print $150 billion deficits for the 
indefinite future without some 
sort of adverse consequences for 
this economy,” said William Sul- ‘ 
iivan Jr., economist at Dean Wit- 
ter Reynolds, a U.S. financial 
firm. 

In 1990, the U.S. economy 
fapes a significant slowdown, but 
growth will rebound in 1991, giv- 
ing the United States an unpre- 
cedented nine years without a 
recession, according to a predic- 
tion by ths Business Council, 
composed of 100 chief executives 
'■of the largest American corpora- 
tions. 

I Federal Reserve (Fed) Board 
■Chairman Alan Greenspan — 
bead of the U.S. central bank — 
'went on record with Us own 
opinion that a recession can be 
avoided in 1990 and U.S. infla- 
tion reduced to zero in a few 
years. 

I However, with the 12 Euro- 
pean Community (EC) nations 
fot to eliminate all internal bar- 
riers by 1992, American execu- . 
rives were pessimistic about their 
chances in a European market 
they feared might become a pro- 
tectionist “fortress Europe.” 
Polling 350 U.S. chief execu- 
tives, the Conference Board, -an 
independent research organisa- 
tion, found that 45 per cent of 
them don’t expect their com- 
panies to be able to compete 
effectively in Europe after 1992. 

“A large majority,” the Con- 
ference Board added, "look for 
Japan and Korea to be hit hardest 
by European unification. The 
biggest beneficiaries will be 
neighbouring Eastern European 


countries, the executives say.” 

The EC economy, the EC press 
office proclaimed in October, “is' 
in good health... economic 
growth is continuing strongly, 
with an expected increase in real 
output in 1990 of about three per 
cent... with faster economic 
growth, job creation has speeded 
up. Another 1.5 million jobs 
should be added in 1990.” 

But it noted that unemploy- 
ment in the EC will still be about 
nine per cent in 1990, although 
average inflation “could be re- 
duced to about 4.5 per cent from 
five per cent in 1589.” 

These were minor problems 
compared with the economic up- 
heavals in Eastern Europe, where 
'co mmunis t governments strug- 
gled against ideology to insert 
some invigorating market econo- 
mics into their stagnant state-run 
Marxist systems. At least two 
nations — Poland and Hungary 
— moved away from one-party 
government by the Co mmunis t 
Party. 

In the Soviet Union itself, Pres- 
ident Mi khail Gorbachev wres- 
tled with a government-directed 
economy plagued by shortages of 
. consumer goods, strikes, 
natio nalis t disturbances, unem- 
ployment, huge budget deficits 
and top-heavy bureaucracy. 

Seeking a still ill-defined social- 
ist market system, Gorbachev 
nevertheless warned against 
adopting a capitalist-style market 
economy. 

“After two weeks,” Gorbachev 
warned, “such a market would 
bring the whole nation out on the 
streets and sweep out any govern- 
ment.” 

In China, another communist 
giant afflicted with economic ills 
traditionally associated with capi- 
talism, inflation was down sharp- 
ly to 13 per cent in 1989 from 30 
per cent in 1988. But the first big 
bills were coming due in 1990 
from the country's decade-long 
economic boom, creating a dire 
outlook for a nation already fac- 
ing serious fiscal concerns. 

China's foreign debt bad bal- 
looned to $42 billion and after the 
student and civil unrest of 1989, 
foreign bankers were wary. 

“No difficulties will occur in 
paying back the loans,” said Fi- 
nance Vice Minister Liu Zhongli. 
But he acknowledged this would 
only be possible by taking out 
new loans. 

Elsewhere, debt and popula- 
tion growth ticked like time- 
bombs. The external debt of 
Third World nations grew to $1.3 
trillion in 1989, and negotiations 
to reduce this enormous burden 
are taking too long, according to 
Michel Camdessus, director of 
the International Monetary 
Fund. 

Mexico and the Philippines 
came to agreements with their 


Auditor qualifies Bond 


SYDNEY (R) — The auditor of 
entrepreneur Alan Bond’s 
flagship company has cast doubt 
on whether the brewing, media 
and property empire will survive 
its debt crisis. 

“There is some doubt that 
Bond Coip. and the Bond Corp. 
Group will be able to continue as 
a going concern,” said Teny 
Underwood in notes on the Bond 
Corp. Holdings annual report 
and balance sheet 

The report shows Bond Group 
debt is 6.58 billion dollars ($4.9 
billion), rising to 8.23 billion 
($6.2 billion) when convertible 
bonds are included. 

British-born Bond, feted as a 
hero in 1983 for bringing the 
America's Cup to Australia, has 
suffered a series of reversals this 
year. 

The company’s 814.07 milli on 
dollar loss for the year to June 30 
has already set an Australian 
corporate record. 

Underwood, a partner in 
accounting firm Arthur 
Andersen, . said Bond Corp.'s 
liabilities exceeded assets by 1.36 
billion dollars ($1.02 billion) and 
it had a 115.9 million dollar ($87 
minion) deficit in shareholders' 
funds. 

. Bond planned asset sales and 
debt repayment to help its fi- 
nances, be said. But uncertainty 
.about the timing of sates and 
.value of significant assets gave 


rise to the doubts. 

“During the reconstruction 
programme Bond Corp. and the 
Bond Corp. Group will be depen- 
dent upon the continued support 
from its lenders and its ultimate 
controlling entity, (Alan) Bond,” 
he said. 

He said the group's brewing 
arm had breached its lending 
covenants on an 880 million dol- 
lar loan ($660 million). 

The syndicate of banks for the 
loan had indicated it would not 
issue default notices, be said, but 
if they did the loan would become 
due. 

Bond Corp. Director Peter 
Lucas said in a separate state- 
ment that Bond was keeping the 
syndicate in touch with plans to 
sell Australian brewing assets. 

The assets were valued in the 
accounts at less than one billion 
dollars ($750 million) and the 
planned sale of Australian brew- 
ing operations to a joint venture 
with New Zealand brewer Lion 
Nathan at 2.5 billion ($1.9 bil- 
lion) would restore considerable 
shareholder equity, Lucas said. 

Underwood said the Bond 
Group's projected cash flow and 
financ ial estimates for the year to 
June 30 1990, based on the 
assumption the reconstruction 
went ahead as planned, ai p yws w d 
enough money would be gener- 
ated to allow Bond to continue. 


AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 


Sunday November 26, 1989 
-Central Bank official rates 


U.S. dollar 
Found Sterling 
Dcuuchcmark 
Swiss franc 


Buy Sd French franc 

640.0 646.0 Japanese mi (for 100) 

1000.4 1010.4 Dun* gnOder 

-ics % 3SRQ Sweaiso crown 

397 5 401 J ItaKan (f* 100) 

Bdgad franc (for 10) 


creditor banks in response to a 
plan formulated by U.S. Treasury 
Secretary Nicholas Brady, but the 
banks’ talks with other major 
debtors such as Brazil. Argentina 
and Venezuela remained Stalled. 
Argentina alone was $4 bflh'on 
brand on its interest payments. 

In Africa, 30 sub-Saharan 
countries, with a per capita in- 
come of only about $400, owed 
$130 Union abroad and con- 
tinued trying unsuccessfully to 
meet their payments under eco- 
nomic recovery programmes im- 
posed by the IMF. 

New investments dwindled and 
success of the plans seemed 
doubtful. African debtor nations 
“are in for a long period of 
adjustment. It could take de- 
cades,” said Carol Lancaster of 
the Institute for International 
Economics, an independent 
Washington-based think tank. 

The region’s population was 
growing at the rate of 3.2 per cent 
a year, more than six times the 
rate for industrial nations. 
"Rapid population growth im- 
pedes sub-Saharan Africa's prog- 
ress toward virtually all its major 
goals,” said a World Bank report. 

India, benefiting from an eco- 
nomic liberalisation p ro gra mme 
undertaken by Prune Minister 
Rajiv Gandhi after four decades 
of slow economic growth averag- 
ing 3.5 per cent a year, had its 
sights set on a five per cent 
economic growth rate for 1989 


and six per cent yearly in 1990- 
1994 under Gandhi’s five-year 
plan. 

Gandhi, however, faced die 
uncertain outcome of elections 
this month. 

In die Middle East, a major 
economic factor was that oil 
prices, evening out after the end 
of the Iran-Iraq war, settled into 
a rat in 1989 and seemed set fora 
long period of stability. 

“Do not expect revolutionary 
price movements,” said Subxoto, 
Secretary-General of the Orga- 
nisation of Petroleum Exporting 
Countries. Stable oil prices are 
likely until the year 2000, said 
Subroto. 

This “will allow both producers 
and consumers to plan confident- 
ly,” said Saadi Arabian Oil 
Minister Hisham Nazer. 

Sheltered from unsettling oil 
shocks, once again Japan and the 
“new industrial countries” of 
East Asia were the strongest part 
of the world economy in 1989 and 
seemed set on a course of econo- 
mic growth and political stability 
into 1990 and beyond. 

“Led by Japan and the four 
little dragons of Singapore, Hong 
Kong, Taiwan and South Korea,” 
said Fortune magazine of the 
United States, “they have long 
paced the world's economic 
growth. Now comes the dramatic 
payoff. In the 1990s this dynamic 
region will be a market as big as 
North America or Europe.” 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Teams from 
Jordan and Algeria opened talks 
here Sunday to explore ways to 
increase economic and trade coop- 
eration between them and pave 
the way for trade fairs to be held 
in Amman -and Algiers to prom-, 
ote tiie sale of national products. 


to the creation of a favourable 
climate for trade. 

The head of the Algerian side, 
Mr. Rashi d Sihri, said that there 
was. a good chance for die two 
countries to launch a fruitful rela- 
tionship. He added that die de- 
legation would benefit from the 


The balance of trade between visit during which its members 
the two countries is unfavourable would acquaint themselves with 
for both sides due to the low level Jordan's economic development 


of trade between them as a result 
of the geographical location and 
the Algerian economic link to 
European countries, the head of 
the Jordanian side, Mohammad 
Asfour, told the opening session. 

Asfour, who is also president 
of the Amman Chamber of Com- 
merce, said that lack of coordina- 
tion between Jordan and Algeria 
and the absence of trade dealings 
as well as the limited production 
base in the two countries were 
also to be blamed for the present 
situation. 

Asfour suggested that trade 
fairs for Jordan and Algeria, to 
be organised in each other's 
capital, are bound to promote the 
sale of national products and that 
exchanges of visits, by business- 
men and officials in charge of 
trade and economy would also 


and would try to benefit from the 
Kingdom’s experiments in indus- 
try and trade. 

The two sides, grouping 
businessmen and members of 
chambers of industry and com- 
merce, held working sessions dur- 
ing which the Jordanian side pre- 
sented a working paper outlining 
Jordanian laws concerning invest- 
ment and trade, exemptions to 
investors, regulations concerning 
imports and exports and facilities 
given for trade with the Arab 
World. 

The Algerian side presented a 
working piper dealing with the 
recent economic reforms which 
. paved the way for the country’s 
free trade with Arab and foreign 
countries. 

Later, the Algerian delegation 
had a meeting with the secretary- 


pave the way for a fruitful rela-. general of the Ministry of Indtzs- 


tionship. 

Asfour briefed the visitors on 
the economic development in 
Jordan and said that the Algerian 
team’s visit is bound to contribute 


with whom they reviewed Jorda- 
nian- Algerian trade relations and 
ways to open new channels to 
raise their level. 


ECONOMIC NEWS BRIEFS 

China expects long power shortages Jordanian farm exports increase 


PEKING (R) — China's power shortages that idle up to 30 per 
cent of the nation’s industry will continue at least until the end of 
the century, a senior economic official was quoted as saying. The 
China Daily quoted as saying. The China Daily quoted Yue 
Luqun of the ministry of energy resources as saying each year 
China was short of 30 milli on tonnes of coal, five million tonnes of 
oil and 50 billion kilowatts of electricity. To alleviate the shortage, 
China wffl spend 20 billion yuan ($5.4 billion) starting this year on 
27 power projects, including oilfields, coal mines and coal and 
hydro power stations, Yue said. The cost of electricity from new 
plants will be more than 0.2 yuan (0.05 cents) per kilowatt-hour, 
more than double the current level, the newspaper said. An 
unpublished policy document approved by a plenary session of 
the Communist Party this month said prices of oil and coal would 
be gradually raised to help the energy sector. Yue said one 
quarter of the 20 billion would come from abroad but gave no 

S. Korea aims to top wbrld textiles 

•i 

SEOUL (R) — South Korea plans to become the world's biggest 
textile exporter by the year 2000 by pumping government funds 
into private industry, according to a trade ministry plan. The plan, 
retroactive from February this year, calls for doubling the 
country’s present textile exports to $30 billion a year at the turn of 
the next century. “We also hope to upgrade die quality of fabrics 
and textiles to the level of, say, Italy and France,” a ministry 
official said. He said South Korea was currently the world’s third 
major exporter of textiles, behind West Germany and Italy. 
Under the plan, the gpvennent- will have invested a total of about 
$3.8 billion in industrial facilities by the year 2000. An additional 
$15 mini on will be invested annuaDy until 1995 for research and 
'development in such areas as dyeing, printing and stitching. South 
Korean textile exports would reach about $23 billion in 1995 and 
$30 billion in the year 2000, compared with $14.1 billion last year. 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Harris 

HARRIS ii- 1 | 



AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan exported 437,191 tonnes of fruits and 
vegetables in the past 10 months, against 315,496 tonnes in tire 
same period of 1988, according to a statistical bulletin issued by 
the Ministry of Agriculture. It said that the total revenues from 
the sale of agricultural products over the past 10 months was 
estimated at JD 70,466,000. 

Bahrain to build copper tubing plant 

BAHRAIN (R) — Bahrain will build a 14 milli on dinar ($37 
million) copper tube plant, the first of its kind in the region, 
industry sources have said. Abdullah A1 Kobaisi — bead of the 
Bahraini firm behind foe project — said foe plant would have an 
initial capacity of 12,000 tonnes of tubing a year, expandable to 
20,000 tonnes. France's Boliden Cuivre et Zinc would take a 49 
per cent stake in foe joint-venture firm for the project — Boliden 
A1 Kobaisi Copper Industry — Le said. Work would begin by the 
end of 1989 and take 18 months to complete. Tract ebel 
Engineering International of Belgium would carry out construc- 
tion of foe plant with foe help of local -eemtractorsrKobaisi said. 
The factory will supply the Gulf with copper pipe for water supply 
and airconditioning units, copper-nickel tube for desalination 
plants and busbar plate for electrical circuits. Raw material will be 
provided by the Oman Mining Company and neighbouring states 
will supply about 4,000 tonnes of copper scrap a year, Kobaisi 
said. He said current Gulf demand for capper tubing was 
estimated at a minimum 20,000 tonnes a year. 

Mauritius licences ‘offshore banks’ 

PORT LOUIS (R) — Mauritius, which aims to become a 
financial centre for Africa, said Friday it bad approved two more 
applications to set up offshore banks. The central bank said in a 
statement that S.B. International and Hong Kong and Shanghai 
Banking Corporation would set up offshore offices on the Indian 
Ocean island early next year. S.B. International is a joint venture 
between the State Commercial Bank of Mauritius and foe State 
Bank of India. The government awarded its first three licences for 
offshore banking to Britain’s Barclays Bank, France’s Groupe 
Edmond De Rothschild and India's Baroda Bank earlier this 
year. Mauritius’s offshore banking law enables licenced banks to 
accept deposits from foreign clients and lend to foreign clients on 
favourable tax terms and without exchange controls: Central bank 
governor Indur Ramphul last week urged Japanese banks to open 
up in the island's offshore sector at a meeting with Japan's new 
ambassador in Port Louis, Hideki Harashima. The government 
has said it expects to grant up to 10 offshore banking licences by 
foe end of this year. 


Saqqaf said that trade foirs and 
agreements between Amman and 
Algiers on definite trade deals ' 
would help boost bilateral com- 
merce and open the way for the 
private sector in both countries to 
contribute to improving trade 
cooperation. 

Saqqaf and the Algerians also 
reviewed earlier agreements on 
imports and exports. 

Philippine business 
community 
demands vigorous 
reform drive 

MANILA (AP) — Business lead- 
ers have called for “radical 
change” in investment rales, 
crackdown on corruption and 
overhaul of the deteriorating in- 
frastructure if foe Flril4Jpinesis l Jo 
, attract foreign investment. 

The call was made by foe Phi- 
lippine chamber of commerce 
and industry at foe end of a. 
three-day conference. Delegates 
criticised President Corazon 
Aquino’s administration for in- 
effective planning, the slow pace 
of reform and allowing Manila's 
electricity, telephone and trans- 
port systems to deteriorate. 

Aquino told delegates she 
would improve Manila's infras- 
tructure and pursue a campaign 
against corruption, even against 
her relatives. 

But Aquino received only per- . 
functory applause at the mid of 
foe 20-minute speech. The busi- 
ness community had been among 
her strongest supporters during 
the successful campaign to oust 
the late president Ferdinand Mar- 
cos in 1986. 

This month, Aquino visited 
Canada and the United States to 
encourage investment and 
painted a favourable picture of 
foe investment dfmate here. 

But in a dosing statement, foe 
chamber said foe country “must 
adopt a radical change in. her 
investment policies” if foe Philip- 
pines is “to create a fertile cli- 
mate for investments.” 

The chamber called for a 
“clear-cut investment policy” as 
well as reducing state interfer- 
ence in the economy, fecal res- 
traint, an end to government 
regulation of wages and breaking 
up cartels and monopolies to in- 
crease competition. 

“LatyS must be effectively en- 
forced,” the chamber said. “Cri- 
tical to this is increased coordina- 
tion among government bodies, 

ecutive and jufociajftranches of 
die government.” 

On corruption, the chamber 
called or elfrninating bureaucratic 
red tape, increasing penalties for 
corrupt officials and speeding up' 
prosecution of offenders. 

“The government would do 
well to assert its authority and 
morality and give meaning to the 
constitutional cornerstone that 
public office is public trust,” the 
chamber said. 

During her speech, Aquino 
claimed the fight against corrup- 
tion was “a personal crusade of 
mine.” She said corruption was a’ 
‘fostering problem^ that has 
been “the scourge not only of this 
government but all previous gov- 
ernments as well.” 



Two local 
firmswin 
third phase 
contract for 
major road 

AMMAN (Petra) ■— The.Mhusv? 
try of Public Works and Hooting 
Sunday awarded a JD 
tender to two local contraction > 
firms to construct 7.5 kitametres , 
of road along the A mman-Naour- • 
Dead Sea highway. 

The project, which is part three 
of a plan designed to enlarge foe 
high way finking the capital with 
foe Jordan Valley and the Dead'. 
S ff? , is jointly financed by foe 
Jordanian government and foe 
United States Agency for Inters 
national Development (USAID). 

Acting Minister of Public 
Works and Housing, Hisham A1 
Khatib, said in a statement to the . 
Jordan News Agency, Petra, af- 
ter the sighing ceremony that the . 
stretch of road under the contract 
extends from Dar A1 Dawwa 
factory in the Adasieeh region 
and continues, further down foe 
highway. Thiswfll be a four lane 
stretch with an island and w£D be 
completed in two years time, .the 

minister said- . ' _ 

The Amman-Dead Sea high- 
way will extend for 41 kilometres 
and , according to ministry offi- 
cials, wifi. cost JD. 19 nrilKou of 
which 60 per cent will be covered 
by USAID. 

The new highway is expected 
to facilitate traffic between Am- 
man and the Jordan Valley, and 
ease traffic congestions specially 
during the winter season when 
the valley is visited by vacationers 
in foe weekends. 

Honda to up 
Imports by ’92 

TOKYO (AP) — Honda Motor 
Co. will more than double , its ' 
imports, chiefly cars and auto- 
related pans; to 160 billion yen 
($1.1 billion) in 1992 to meet 
rismg domestic demand and help 
reduce Japan's trade imbalance. 

Honada in 1992 plans to import 
2.5 times foe 63 bfllion yen 
($440.5 million) it im p or t e d in 
1988, foe company said m a state- 
ment. 

“The measure, in part, is in-, 
tended to contribute to reducing 
foe natiqo r s trade surplus,” said a 
Honda official who spoke on con- 
dition of anonymity. He said foe 
greater imports als^were aimed 
at meeting growing domestic de- 
mand for foreign-made can^ = : 

In 1988, Japan's trade surplus 
with foe Umted States was more 
than $50 billion, according to 
U.S. figures. 

Honda plans to import 82 bil- 
lion yen ($573.4 million) worth of 
finished products in 1992, ranging 
from automobiles, motorcycles to 
power products, all produced by 
Honda in the United States, the 
statement said. 

Honda mil increase its imports 
of passenger cars produced at its 
Marysville, Ohio, plant, to 50,000 
cars a year in 1992, it sakLHonda 
began i m port in g an accord model 
from its Ohio plant in April 1988 
and plans to import about 4,600 
cars this year. 

After a second Honda, auto 
plant at East liberty, Ohio, be- 
gins operations next month, Hon- 
da’s annual production in the 
United States is expected to reach 
510,000 cars in 1991, the state- 
ment said. 
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IF YOU WEAR A PITH 
HELMET IN THE DESERT, 
YOU LOOK LIKE A LEADER.. 


EVERYONE TREATS YOU 
UJITH MORE RESPECT 


“I received the booby-trapped candy 
you sent me. It definitely 
added an element of excitement 
to. our otherwise humdrum marriage.” 



by Henri Arnold and Bob Lae 


Unscramble these four Jumbtae. 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 




Now arrange the circled totem to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Prinimtsworhw: 


Yestarday’a 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: BEGOT ENSUE NEARBY RAWUM 

Answer She used to be afraid of mfceuntH ahe flnaBy 
decided to do Ws—MARRY ONE 
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Branson cancels Pacific stunt 


MIYAKONOJO, Japan (R) — 
Virgin Atlantic Airways Chair- 
man Richard Branson and Swed- 
ish baltoonistPerLindsteand can- 
celed their attempt to cross the 
Pacific Ocean by hot-air baQoon 
on Sunday after frost damaged 
the balloon. 

“With the calculations we have 
done, we would have ended up in 
the Pacific,” Branson told repor- 
ters." We would not have made it 
to America.” " “ 

' The two were to have started 
across the Pacific early on Sunday 
afrom this southwestern Japanese 
town but Branson gave no indica- 
tion of when a new attempt might 
be made. 

Da 1987; Branson and Lind- 
strand. a balloon manufacturer, 
were the first to cross the Atlantic 
in a hot-air balloon. 

. Lindstrand said the balloon 
had been seriously damaged by 


FORECAST FOR MONDAY, NOVEMBER 27, 1989 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 


-GENERAL TENDENCIES: It is 
important to concentrate on your 
instincts today. They are right on 
target. Concentrate on career goals 
which seem to be shaping up well 
for you now. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Money win come to you today 
that surprises you. Don't be upset 
if a friend breaks a promise made 
to you. ' 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Discuss new plans with your family 
before acting upon them. A cu- 
rious situation with a friend needs 
investigating. 

GEMINL (May 21 to June 21) An 
associate wiH solve your worries 
about travel plans. Taking your 
mate to a soda! function will bring 
pleasure. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) A prominent friend will 
rivfe you good ideas for your assets. 
This is a good day to entertain 
. good friends. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Con- 
duct aU matters based on the sug- 
gestion of a successful friend. Pro- 
vide a service that win get your 
family respect. 

VlRGOr (August 22 to September 
22) Avoid i friend that is in a 
grumpy mood today. Going to see 
friends and relatives is a good thing 
today- • ,v - 

UBRA: (Septembe r 23 to October 
22) A person with bright ideas will 
Sho w you liOwto entertainm your- 

.■tr ; .• . 


home. Tackle problems in a cheer- 
ful mood today. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) Investigate afl situations 
that come around carefully. Don’t 
be upset if your mate can’t go with 
you on your trip. 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) Tensions at home 
will be relieved with patience on 
your part. A good day for you and 
your mate around home. 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Take your family out 
on the tows today and enjoy then- 
company. Remodeling your home 
will give you pleasure. 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) A perfect day to entertain 
friends in your home. Be selective 
of what you do in a business or 
financial situation. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Be interested in accepting new 
idea? about business or finances. 
Avoid friends who will cost you 
time or money. 

Today’s child: If your child were 
born today he or she wiH be one 
who is always ahead of the crowd 
with a natural ability to lead. A 
tendency toward rash judgements 
makes it necessary that tins child 
think ahead and learn to be more 
thoughtful. There is also a talent 
for muse. 

“The stars impel, they do not 
compel. " What you make of your 
life largely op to you. .. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


BY CHARLES GOREN 
AND OMAR SHARIF 

01M9 Tribuu* Modi* Swvtoa*. Inc. 


. FORTUNE KNOCKS BUT ONCE 


Neither vulnerable- South deals. 
NORTH 

* Q 9 8 7 2 
9 A 
0 K 8 7 

* KJ 8 4 

WEST EAST 

4 A 5 4 10 643 

9QJ 10 85 9732 

0 Q 10 5 4 0962.. 

4 9 3 4 A7 6 

SOUTH 
4 K J 
9 K9 6 4 
0 A J 3 


■ 

The bidding: 
South West 

i 

North 

East 

1 6 

1 <9 

1 * 

Pass 

1 NT 

Pus 

3 * 

Pass 

3 NT 

Pass 

Pass 

Pass 


Opening k-ari: Queen of 9 

Dear Charlie: 

One of my dearest possessions is a 
leather card case given to me by my 
mother. It is inscribed with an anon- 
ymous quotation: “Life ain’t hol- 
din’ the good cards. It's playin’ a 
bad hand well!” X was reminded of 
this at a rubber bridge game in. New 
York arranged for me by Tannah 
Hirsch. In that game, 1 held the 
South cards and he was North. 

We reached three no trump on a 
fairly normal auction. Had East 
seen my card case, I would not have 
marU» my contract. West made the 


normal lead of the queen of hearts, 
won perforce in dummy. I had to 
knock out West's entry, but did not 
have a clue which black suit to at- 
tack. Eventually, I decided to lead a 
club. 

Had East put his bad hand to 
good use, be would have risen with 
the ace of clubs and returned a 
heart, and the defense would have 
collected five tricks before 1 had my 
nine. But the defender played low 
and my queen won. As a result, I 
dedded West’s entry was in spades, . 
so I shifted the offense to that suit. 
West took the ace and persevered 
with a heart, but now it needed only 
routine technique to land the 
contract.. 


I ducked the jack of hearts, forc- 
ing West to abandon the suit. East 
won the chib shift and reverted to 
hearts, but it was too late. I rose 
with the king and had nine tricks. 
Indeed, as the play developed, West 
discarded two diamonds, so 1 ended 
up with an overtrick. 

As ever, 

Omar 



r Olnema 

CONCORD 

Tel: 6774201 

rr . 

Michael Keaton 
In 
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beiftg left out in frost overnight in 
anticipation of the launch. 

Virgin Atlantic spokesman 
Chris Moss said the balloon’s 
outer layer and insulation were 
seriously damaged. 

Shreds of the outer layer were 
dearly visible when the balloon 
was being inflated in a gj»nf 
softball field. 

Technicians rushed non-essen- 
tial personnel from the immedi- 
ate area when pieces of the inner 
layer dislodged and flew on to the 
balloon’s gas burners, a potential 
fire hazard. 

Soon after, Branson and Lind- 
. strand announced the cancella- 
tion. Repairs to the delicate shell 
of the balloon would take several 
months, Moss said. 

The run-up to the mission has 
been fraught with setbacks, most- 
ly posed by uncooperative 
weather. 


Masters tennis tournament opens Tuesday 


By Bob Greene 

The Associated Press 

NEW YORK (AP) — Forget the 
computer rankings. 

A victory by Boris Becker in 
the year-ending Masters tennis 
tournament at Madison Square 
Carden i will make the West Ger- 
man the world's top tennis play- 
er, even though Ivan Lendl will 
•remain No. 1 on the computer. 

After all, Becker captured the 
two most pretigjous titles in 1989 
— Wimbledon and the U.S. 
Open. And he defeated Lendl in 
both, downing him in the semifin- 
als on the grass at Wimbledon 
and in the final on the bardcourts 


at the U.S. Open. He also stop- 
ped Lendl in the title match of 
last year's masters. 

*T won Wimbledon and the 
U.S. Open this year,” Becker 
said. 

“The computer doesn’t say so, 
but I'm quite dose to it, if not 
No. 1. 

“Ivan is consistent and he’s 
won many smaller tournaments. 
But I’ve learned that the grand 
slams are more important, mid to 
do well there is what ifs aU 
about.” 

Lendl, who has won 10 tourna- 
ments this year, agrees with 
Becker about winning grand slam 
tournaments. 


THE Daily Crossword by StonUiy B. Wh Siren 


ACROSS 
1 At the peek 
S Polynesian 
cloth 
9 Rouse 
T4 Beget 
15 Lpat won) 

10 Remain 
17 Acidity res lift 
IB Decorated 
again 

20 Fisher or 
Murphy 

21 Sluggish 
23 Cheas end 

25 Living 
quarters 

26 Edible stalk 
29 Skullcap 

31 Slangy OK 

34 Leave out 

35 Rartrldge'a 
tree 

37 Legend 

39 “Saturday 
Night 

40 A planet 

42 Norman of TV 

43 Watchful 

45 Just fair 

46 Slope of land 

47 Neighbor of 
lar. 

46 Paradise 
50 After-dinner 
drink 
52 Dry 

54 Origin 

55 Song-filled 
party 

58 Comers 
62 Mankind 
.63 Punctuation 
mark 

65 A Ford 

66 Grow together 

67 Farm building 

68 A Ford 

69 Drunkards 

70 Worry 

DOWN 

1 Tennis groat 

2 Evan -Eleven 

3 Toward the 
mquth 

4 Circumference 
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5 Check 

6 Titillate 

7 Sassy 

8 Slam visitor 

9 Advise to 
keep away 

10 Nautical term 

11 Legume 

12 Blue-pencil 

13 Beatty or 
Romm 

18 Pull to pieces 
22 Alphabet run 
24 Class 

26 Soft drinks 

27 A Dickinson 

28 Sandwich 
sausage 

29 “Gig**’ "Ter 

30 Table 
scraps 

32 Antelope 

33 Jaunty 
36 Facility 

38 Coleridge's 
bird 

41 Tramp 


Yesterday's Puzzle Solved: 


nnnn annan onnn 
□am nnann nann 
nnnaBHnnaaiiaaaiiil 
nnn nnnn nnnn 
nnran nnnn 
nnnnmn nrimnoarc 
nnnnn nrannni nnn 
nnna mnann naan 
nnn nnnnn nnnnn 
nnannnn amnnnn 
□nnn annn 
□nnn anon nran 
nnnnnnnninriancino 
anna nnnnn naan 
nnnn nnnnn anna 


44 Without 
enthusiasm 
49 Mo. 

51 Col. mIL gp. 

53 AH 

54 Pardon 

55 Method 

56 Queries 


57 Jay ol comedy 

59 Touched 
ground 

60 Shaft 

61 Winter 
sight 

62 Network 
64 — a girt! 


Furnished villa for rent 

Um Uthina area, 2 storey, 3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, 
reception and dining, fully equipped kitchen, and maid's 
room, ...etc. 

For more Information call Tel. 621807 from (9-1 
p.m.) (3-6 p.m.). 


SUPER DELUXE FURNISHED 

FLAT FOR RENT 

Very nicely furnished, consisting of two bedrooms, salon, dining, sitting 
room L-Bhaped, two bathrooms, large kitchen, and two glassed-in 
verandas, with separate central heating, telephone. Rat area 185-square 
metres. The building consists of five flats. 

Location: Sixth Circle, Jabal Amman, near San Rock Hotel. 

Tel: 819406 


- 15 FILS 

PER EACH PHOTOCOPY 

* For bulk quantities 15 fils, 20 fils for miscellaneous photo- 
copies, 30 fils for each .photocopy of an official document. 
Technical binding and stationery. 

* Male and female employees wanted. 

Tla’a Al Ali bookshop, opposite the Faculty of Agricul- 
ture, University of Jordan. 


The National Music Conservatory/ NoorAi Hussein Foundation 

and 

The American Cultural Centre 
present 

CHRISTOPHER LAUGHUN 

in a 

Guitar Recital 

at the Royal Cultural Centre 

Sunday, Dec. 3, 1989 at 8:00 p.m. 

In the programme: Bach . Albenu , Granados . Villa Lnbos and others ■ 

lisbgte^ygilgbjea^ MBano (Sftmisani). 

The Royal Cultural Centre. Tel. 630670 

Tel. 669026 

The American Cultural Centre Dlvan - TeJ - 810061 

Tel. 644371 The National Music 

isriklaJ Library (SuweJfiehj. Conservatory, TeJ. 687620. 

TeJ. 821168 Tiol/at nrir*a in .4 


The Nauanal Music 
Conservatory, TeJ. 687620. 

Ticket price JD 4. 


“I would give up (being) No. 1 
to win any grand slam tourna- 
ment,” Lendl said. “If I had to 
choose between being No. 1 and 
w innin g a grand slam, X would 
choose the grand s lam any time.’’ 
But not just any grand slam 
tournament for the man who has 
won the U.S. Open, the French 
Open and the Australian Open. 
He wants a Wimbledon crown. 

“I am more worried about win- 
ning in England,” Lendl said. “If 
I can win in England, he (Becker) 
can win everything else. That’s 
fine with me.” 

Lendl and Becker are the top 
two seeds in the eight-player 
Masters, which begins Tuesday. 
Hie first four days will have a 
Round-Robin format with the 
players divided into two four-man 
groups. 

In Lendl's group are John 
McEnroe, French Open cham- 
pion Michael Chang and Aaron 
Krickstein. Becker’s group is 
composed of Sweden's Stefan 


Edberg, Andre Agassi and Brad 
Gilbert. 

After four days of Round- 
Robin competition, the top two 
players in each group advance -to 
Saturday's semifinals. The final 
wiU be held on Sunday with the 
winner earning as much as 
$315,000. 

For McEnroe, it is a return to 
the scene of some of his greatest 
success. He has won the Masters 
three times, in 1979, 19S4 and 
1985. It will be his ninth appear- 
ance in the Garden, but his first 
since 1986. 

McEnroe, ranked fourth in the 
world, has won titles ax Lyon, 
France, Dallas and Indianapolis 
this year. 

“The Masters is more impor- 
tant to me than anyone else be- 
cause I'm from New York,” 
McEnroe said. “I went to a lot of 
rangers and knicks games at the 
Garden growing up. So to hope- 
fully play well, and maybe win 
the tournament, is very important 


to me.” 

At 17, Chang is the youngest 
player in history to win a grand 
slam men’s singles title. He also 
won an indoor tournament in 
London earlier this month and 

n lifted for the Masters for the 
time. 

“The Masters is going to be 
fun,” the right-hander from 
Placentia. California, said. 
“The best players in the world are 
there and you don’t have to worry 
about losing early. Top players' 
like to play top players. They get 
more psyched up to play. 7 ’ 
Gilbert had a 17-match winning 
streak during the summer, includ- 
ing consecutive singles titles at 
Stratton Mountain, Vermont. 
Livingston, New Jersey, and Cin- 
cinnati. He also won the Nabisco 
grand prix tournaments in Mem- 
phis, Tennessee, and in San Fran- 
cisco, his hometown. 

“I was a ball boy here and this is 
the first pro tournament in which 
I played the qualies (qualifying 


Real Madrid slams in 7 goals 


MADRID (R) — League leader 
Real Madrid trounced Real Zara- 
goza 7-2 on Saturday when Mex- 
ican striker Hugo Sanchez scored 
twice to extend his tally as the 
Spanish soccer league’s sharpest 
marksman. 

Real raced into a 5-1 halftime 
lead but eased off after the inter- 
val with victory assured. 

^ World Cup striker Sanchez 
struck his first in the last minute 
of the first half and added the 
second after the break with a shot 


off the post which took his haul 
for the season to 14. 

Michel Gonzalez opened the 
Madrid side’s account with a 
header and Manolo Sanchis and 
Emilio Butragueno made it 3-0 
before Francisco Higuera pulled 
one back for Zaragoza. 

Madrid midfielder Martin Vaz- 
quez, unquestionably man of the 
match, added the fourth between 
the legs of goalkeeper Chilavert 
and Sanchez made it 5-1 with a 


free-kick which beat* the defen- 
sive wail. 

Zaragoza hit back with four 
corners in quick succession at the 
start of the second half and 
Higuera headed home his second 
goal off the fourth. 

Sanchez missed two chances 
before claiming his second goal of 
the match and Vazquez ham- 
mered in the first over the heads 
of five defenders minutes before 
the final whistle. 


round),’ 7 Gilbert said after cap- 
turing th£ San Francisco title. “X- 
said to myss-’f then that one day. 
I'd like to win this.” 

Agassi, a sensation in 1988 but 
somewhat of a disappointment in 
1989. is making hip second con- 
secutive Masters appearance. Af- 
ter winning the singles'at Orlan- 
do, Florida, last month, Agassi 
said he was pointing towards the- 
Masters. 

“It’s the biggest one left,” be. 
said. “I’m geared up for it." • 

Krickstein has quietly posted 
the finest season of his career,, 
winning tournaments in Sydney,. 
Australia. Los Angeles and the. 
Tokyo indoor. Malang his second- 
career Masters appearance, 
Krickstein reached the semifinals 
at the LLS. Open this year, de-. 
fearing Jimmy Connors. 

Edberg. who won the Tokyo- 
outdoor tournament and was a 
five-time finalist in 1989. indud-I 
ing the French Open and Wimlv; 
ledon. 


MANY VILLAS 
AND APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT & SALE ; 
Furnished or 
Unfurnished 

In Shmeisani, Sweifieh; 
Abdoun and many other 
locations. 

For more information 
please call 
Wael Real Estate 
Tel: 685342- 


LANGUAGE TEACHER 

German Company is seeking a qualified teacher for 
Arabic Language. 

- Please apply to 
' P.O. Box 926238, Amman 


International Community School 

(The British Curriculum School in 

Amman ) 

We -require for February/March- a qualified. Laboratory 
Technician. The applicant must be fluent in English. 

Please send a copy of C.V. and letter of application to the 
Head Teacher’s Secretary at the school as soon as 
possible. 

International Community School 
P.O. Box 2002, Amman 
Tel. 841070 




LOW 


Winter and sport clothes 
for all the family 

LACOSTE, benetton, BOSS, 
NIKE, adidas 

Training Suita: JD 10.000 - 12.000 - 14.000 - 
15.000 - 17-.000 

Pullovers: JD 5.000 - 6.000 - 7.000 - 8.000 - 9.000 ■ 

Shirts: JD 5.000 - 6.000 - 7.000 

T-Shirts: JD 4.000 - 5.000 - 6.000 

in addition to a wide variety of sport clothes and 

jeans. 

SUBAIH FOR GARMENTS 

8th Circle - Bayader Wadi El Seer, main 
street, 

Opp. the Mosque — Tel. 823485 



Every MONDAY & FRIDAY Nights 

HASH - NASH Bar-B-Q Special 

all you can eat 

for Only J.D. 6 (ptus10%govemnieniui!!) 

includes salads, 
assorted Bar-B-Q meat, 
dessert and coffee 




MW 


for more information please call 736449 



Teh 675571 1‘ f Cinema 


Tel: 674122 


i 

j 



*3:30, 6:15, 8 JO, 10:30 
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Early results show ruling party 
leading in several Indian states 


NEW DELHI (AP) — Early 
ballot-conn ting Sunday in die 
ejection for a new paztiament 
showed Prime Minister Rajiv 
Gandhi’s Congress Party and its 
allies leading the opposition in 
several states. 

. Hfiwever, most of the reports 
came from areas where the Con- 
gress had been expected to win. 
There were few reports from die 
northern tier of states where 
Gandhi faced a stiff challenge 
from the National Front opposi- 
tion coalition led by Vishwanath 
Prata p Sin gh. 

While no official results have 
been announced, Indian news 
agencies gave “trend reports” 
based on incomplete coanting in 
104 of the 524 districts where 
elections were conducted. 

These reports showed the Con- 
gress Party and allied small par- 
ties leading in 84 races, while the 
National Front and other opposi- 
tion groups led in 20. 

! The trends were released while 
votes were still being cast in the 
last three states to vote in the 
election that started last Wednes- 
day and will determine 524 seats 
in parliament’s policy-making 
lower bouse. 

The election has been marred 
by fraud and violence that 
prompted repolls in one-fifth of 
the voting districts, including 
Gandhi’s own constituency. 

With the death toll at 126 since 
voting started Wednesday, tight 
-security was in force when polls 
opened Sunday morning in Pun- 


jab and Bihar, India’s most vio- 
lence-prone states. 

The other state voting Sunday 
was tiny Sikkim, a traditionally 
peaceful enclave in the Hima- 
layan mountains. , 

The Election Commission 
ordered^ revote for about 18 per 
cent of the voting booths in Gan- 
dhi's constituency of Amethi, a 
poor rural area in northern Uttar 
Pradesh state, after the opposi- 
tion accused the Congress Party 
of stuffing ballot boxes and send- 
ing armed bands to frighten vo- 
te rs. ... 

But Raj Mohan Gandhi, the 
prime minister’s chief competitor 
in the Amethi race, said the 
entire district should vote again. 

“I and my party are not taking 
part in the partial repoll. I refuse 
to recognise the results of the poll 
regardless of the results,” be told 
a news conference in New Delhi. 

Raj Mohan Gandhi, grandson 
of India’s revered independence 
leader Mohandas K. (Mahatma) 
Gandhi, said that in effect be was 
calling for a boycott of die repott- 
ing, but he added: “The voters 
are free to take their own deci- 
sion.” He entered the race as the 
candidate of the Janatha Dal, or 
People’s Party. 

Congress Party spokesmen 
have declined comment on the 
repoll. 

An exit poll of 11,107 voters 
who cast their ballots Wednesday 
and Friday suggested neither side 
would win a dear majority, pos- 
ing the unwieldy taafc of trying to 


Plane carrying arms for 
Salvador rebels crashes 


PEEDRA PACHA, El Salvador 
(AP) — A plane carrying mostly 
Soviet missiles and other 
weapons believed destined for lef- 
tist rebels crashed near this south- 
eastern village Saturday. Three 
crew members were fatally in- 
jured and a fourth apparently 
committed suicide. 

Salvadorean military officials 
said die flight of die single-engine 
Cessna originated in Nicaragua 
and that the crash was proof 
Nicaragua’s Soviet-backed Sandi- 
nista government smuggles 
weapons to El Salvador's guer- 
rillas. 

A second plane also apparently 
on an arms sm ugg ling mission 
was burned at a landing strip 
south east of the capital San 
Salvador. Both planes apparently 
ran out of feel. 

Later, rebels fired on a military 
helicopter carrying reporters to 
the site of one of the planes and 
two foreign cameramen were 
wounded. 

Colleagues said Hugo Burgos, 
a cameraman for Cable News 
Network, and Alfredo Hernan- 
dez Lopez, a reporter for the 
Mexican government radio net- 
work were wounded when the 
guerrillas opened fire near 
Zacatecolnca, 28 kilometres 
south east of San Salvador. 

The pilot managed to land the 
helicopter at the Comalapa Inter- 
national Airport and doctors at 
die Central Military Hospital in 
San Salvador said Burgos was in 


serious but stable condition and 
Hernandez suffered minor in- 
juries. 

The Cessna was carrying 25 
shoulder-fired surface-to-air mis- 
siles — 24 Soviet-made and one 
U.S.-made — a Soviet-designed 
anti-tank weapon and mortar 
shells. It crashed in a soyabean 
field just north of the town of El 
Transito, about 100 kilometres 
east of San Salvador. 

The Salvadoran military press 
office reported Saturday after- 
noon that the second light plane, 
which had been used to smuggle 
weapons to the rebels, was set 
afire on a dirt landing strip 11 
kilometres sonth east of 
Zacatecoluca. 

It saidresidents of the area told 
army officers the plane’s crew 
unloaded boxes, presumably con- 
taining ammunition, after it land- 
ed. The press office said the plane 
apparently did not have enough 
fUel to take off and the crew 
burned the craft, and then fled. 

The Cessna, painted black and- 
with no registration number, did 
not born. Col. Ricardo Casano- 
va, commander of the 6th Army 
Brigade, said it crashed when it 
ran out of feel. 

Fredy Garay, a peasant who 
lives about a mile from the crash 
site, told reporters be heard a 
sputtering motor and the sound 
of a crash at 5:30 a.m. (1330 
GMT). He said as he and a friend 
approached the wreckage they 
heard a single shot. 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 

U.S. plans ‘too many radioactive dumps’ 

TRAVERSE CITY, Michigan (AP) — American states are 
pushing for more low-level radioactive waste dumps than the 
nation needs or probably can afford, according to a federal report' 
to Congress. The office of technology assistance, which reviews 
scientific matters for Congress, concluded that too many low-level 
radioactive waste sites have been proposed at a time when less 
and less of that waste is being produced. The report is expected to 
bolster the arguments of opponents to radioactive waste sites 
proposed in such states as Michigan, North Carolina and New 
York. “The problem is there is an incredible reduction in the 
volume of waste we've had, and it looks like It’s going to 
continue,” said Gretchen McCabe of the agency, who coordin- 
ated the study. 

Mexico seizes 5 tonnes of drugs 

MEXICO CITY (R) — Police have raided a drug laboratory and 
seized over five tonnes of cocaine after a gun battle in the biggest 
Mexican drug seizure this year, the official state news agency 
Notimex said. Four policemen were injured, two of them 
seriously, in the shootout at the laboratory. A spokesman for the 
attorney general's office here said he was unable to officially 
confirm fee drug swoop but expected his office to make a 
statement Monday. Police and drug agents stormed the lab, 
located about 650 kilometres from Mexico City in the southern 
state of Oaxaca Friday morning, Notimex said, quoting police in 
the region. 

S. African death squad probe sought 

JOHANNESBURG (R) — South African human rights lawyers 
demanded Sunday the immediate prosecution of 11 serving and 
retired policemen in connection with allegations about a police 
assassi n a t ion squad. The lawyers said that if the 11 were noi 
charged by police “within days rather than weeks” for criminal 
involvement in political killings they would bring private prosecu- 
tions. ' 

ANC to hold talks with whites 

PARIS (R) — More than 100 influential South Africans embark 
this week on the first broad-based talks aimed at fashioning their 
country's future. Leading figures of all races from a cross section 
of South African society and members of the exiled African 
National Congress (ANC) began arriving in Paris Saturday for the 
week-long conference which starts Monday. 


form a coalition government wife 
smaller parties. 

The poll, commissioned by the 
respected news magazine India 
Today, predicted the Congress 
Party would win between 175 and 
215 seats while fee National ■ 
Front would net 150 to 195. 

Both fell far short of tbcS 265 
seats needed for an outright 
majority in the 545-seat policy- 
making lower house of parlia- 
ment^ 

As fee voting started Sunday in 
Punjab and Bihar, at least 
100,000 police and paramilitary 
troops were deployed in each of 
the two states. 

Sikh separatists in Punjab have 
killed at least 1,650 people so far 
this year, and police feared the 
militants might try to disrupt the 
elections. 

In Bihar, at least 300 people 
have been killed in dashes be- 
tween Hindu and Muslims since 
mid-October. Another 59 people 
died in campaign-related vio- 
lence, inrinrtrng 19 who Were shot 
to death late Saturday night. 

The Election Commission, in a 
stunning announcement that 
dealt yet another blow to Gan- 
dhi’s faltering campaign, ordered 
a partial repofl in the prime 
ministers own constituency of 
Amethi. 

The three-man commission 
said there were “serious lapses” 
and threw out thousands of bal- 
lots cast Wednesday in Amethi. 
The commission ordered new bal- 
loting at 97 of the districts appro- 


U.S. covers up 
army crimes — 

SAN SALVADOR (R) — Amer- 
icas Watch, a leading internation- 
al human rights group, has ac- 
cused the U.S. government of 
covering up crimes committed by- 
El Salvador’s armed forces in its 
war against guerrillas. 

The charge was part of an 
84-page report — released simul- 
taneously in New York and San 
Salvador at fee weekend — which 
painted a picture of savage bru- 
tality and disregard for accepted 
norms of warfare by both sides in 
the fighting. 

Since rebels of the Farabundo 
Marti National Liberation Front 
(FMLN) launched a foaior offen- 
sive a fortnight ago, the report 
said, human rights violations by 
fee U.S.-backed military had in- 
creased dramatically as govern- 
ment forces took advantage of 
fee fighting to settle old scores. 

In turn, fee guerrillas used 
civilians as a shield in the heaviest 
urban fighting since El Salvador's 
complex social, economic and 
political problems erupted into 
civil war in 1979. 

The report also listed incidents 
in which rebels executed sus- 
pected government informers, 
wounded soldiers in cold 
blood, planted booby traps and 
prevented civilians from fleeing 
embattled areas in Sal Salvador 
— all acts that violate the Geneva 
Convention of the rules of war. 

But the New York-based 
Americas Watch reserved its 
most scathing condemnation for 
El Salvador’s militaiy, its govern- 
ment and fee administration of 
U.S. President George Bush. 

It said circumstantial evidence 
made it virtually certain feat the 
Salvadorean Armed Forces were 
responsible for the Nov. 16 mas- 
sacre of six Jesuit priests who 
were dragged from their beds and 
shot during curfew hours. 

The military and the ruling 
right-wing Nationalist Republi- 
can Party (ARENA) had repe- 
atedly accused fee priests, who 
included the rector of fee Jesuit- 
run Central American Universi- 
ty, of being guerrilla sym- 
pathisers. 

Bush and senior U.S. officials 
have said feat fee killings could 
have been carried out by FMLN 
guerrillas, disguised as soldiers to 
blacken the government's image. 

But Americas Watch said such 
statements suggested that high- 
level U.S. officials were 


zunaiely 700 pdfing booths. 

Partial repolls have been 
ordered for at least 93 of the 524 

constituencies where legislators 

are being elected for parfiamenfs 
poficy-makxng lower house, fee 
Lok Sabha. 

The Lok Sabha, or House of 
the People, has 543 elected mem- 
bers, but some contests were 
postponed indefinitely because of 
incomplete voter lists or candi- 
dates’ deaths. 

Gandhi, who was swept into 
office with an unprecedented 
lanftfrfe of : 415 seats five years 
ago, has semi his support steadily 
erode as accusations of corrup- 
tion and ineptitude swirled 
around his government. 

The opposition, led by former 
Gandhi .ally Vishwanath Pratap 
Singh, lias capitalised on these 
allegations by promising to pro- 
vide a new era of dean govern- 
ment. 

Singh is the head of the Janata 
Dal. fee major partner in fee 
National Front. 

It was fee shooting of a local 
Janata Dal leader, Sanjay Singh, 
in Gandhi’s Amethi district feat 
galvanised the opposition’s 
charges of voter fraud and in- 
timidation. 

Singh, who was running for the 
Uttar Pradesh state legislature in 
voting conducted simultaneously 
with the national elections, was 
shot in the stomach in a con- 
frontation with Congress Party 
activists. His condition, initially 
termed critical, was improving 
Sunday, Press Trust of India said. 


Salvadorean 
rights group 

whitewashing the Salvadorean 
militaiy no matter what crimes 
they committed or how dear their 
culpability. 

“Similar practices by the 
Reagan administration in fee ear- 
ly 1980s constitute a shameful 
chapter in the history of U.S. 
relations towards Latin Amer- 
ica,” the report said. 

Since former President Ronald 
Reagan drew the line against 
Communism in Central America 
in 1981, Washington has held np 
H Salvador as a model for demo- 
cratic advances. It has also pro- 
vided more than SI million a day 
in mifitazy and economic aid. 

Washington points to five 
democratic elections since the 
early 1980s — when democratic 
rule replaced a military junta — 
to say its policies on El Salvador 
have been successful. 

“President Bush and his allies 
.in Congress have ... once again 
used the shield of a democratical- 
ly-elected government to cover 
up fee crimes of the Salvadorean 
Armed Forces,” the Americas 
Watch. report said. 
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Boat people start hunger strike 


HONG KONG (AP) — More 
than 2,000 Vietnamese, facing 
possible forced repatriation, have 
begun a hunger strike in two 
detention centres in this British 
colony, a government spokesman 
reported Sunday . 

The spokesman, speaking on 
condition of anonymity, said 62 
Vietnamese boat people staying 
at-the Phoenix House Detention 
Centre refused food Saturday. 

They were joined by 2,000 
other Vietnamese at the Chiima- 
wan Detention CentTe, the 
spokesman said. 

The spokesman said those at 
Chimawan had been s taging 
sporadic hunger strikes since fear- 


ly this month. 

The Vietnamese have stored 
np dried rations from the centre’s 
canteen, he added. 

Those staying at Phoenix 
House are expected to be the first 
group sent back to Vietnam when 
mandatory repatriation begins. 

Officials have said that negotia- 
tions were containing wife Viet- 
nam on the forcible return of the 
Vietna mese. 

Last Friday, the local office of 
fee U.N. High Commissioner for 
Refugees called on the Hong 
Kong government to launch an 
independent inquiry into allega- 
tions that undue force was used 
when 48 Vietnamese were moved 


LONDON (R) — Prime Minister 
Margaret Thatcher’s popularity 
has sunk to its lowest level in nine 
years, with -two thirds of the 
country believing she should res- 
ign, according to opinion poilsJ 
-polls. 

' A poll printed m as early edi- 
tion of the Observer Sunday 
newspaper showed two- thirds of 
those questioned believed 
Thatcher, 64, should resign be- 
fore the next election, (hie by 
nnd-1992. Of those, 44 per cent 
said riie should go at once. ' 

Thatcher, whose combative 
style of leadership has fanned 
open criticism among junior con- 
servative legislators, said four 
days ago she was prepared to lead 
fee party to the end of fee 1990s 
“by popular acclaim". 

A separate survey printed in an 
early edition of the Sunday Times 
showed the opposition Labour 
Party drawing 14 percentage 


points ahead of the Conserva- 
tives.^. __ . 

fifty-one per cent of those 
questioned said they would vote 
Labour in an election — the 
party’s highest poll since Thatch- 
er took office 10 years ago — and 
37 per cent chose the Conserva- 
tives. 

The Observer poQ put Labour 
HI per cent ahead. 

Under Britain’s electoral sys- 
tem, a fifty-one per cent vote 
would give Labour a majority of 
well over 100 seats in parliament. 

The Sunday Times poll also 
reflected growing support for one 
of Thatcher’s mam potential Con- 
servative rivals. Thirty per emit 
said they would chose former 
Defence Secretary Michael 
Heseltine as party leader while 22 
per cent backed Thatcher. 

Heseltine has said he would 
like to lead the party, but made it 
dear he has no immediate plans 


4 of 13 Filipino provinces vote for autonomy 


MANILA (AP) — Voters in four 
M uslim provinces approved join- 
ing a new special region to enjoy 
self-rule, while nine other pro- 
vinces and nine cities overwhel- 
mingly rejected the plan, election 
officials said Sunday. 

“The four provinces will consti- 
tute the autonomous region In 
Muslim Mindanao.” Hilario 
Davide, chairman of the Com- 
mission on Elections, told repor- 
ters after the last votes were 
canvassed in Manila. 

Thirteen provinces and nine 
cities in fee southern Philippines 
voted Nov. 10 on whether to join 
the autonomous region, created 
by^oongress to meet demands by 
the estimated 4 million Filipino 
Muslims for self-rule. President 
Corazon Aquino signed the law 
establishing the region in August. 

Muslim rebels, whose in- 
surgency began nearly 20 years 
ago, have rejedted the plan as 
inadequate. Southern politicians 
also opposed it. 

Critics have questioned 
whether the autonomous govern- 
ment will be viable. The four 
scattered Muslim-dominated pro- 
vinces that approved the plan are 


among the most impoverished in 
the country, wife poor com- 
munication and transportation. 
They also are not continuous. 

Among tiie four voting to join 
the region, Lanao Del Snr and 
Magn i n d anao are on the main 
southern island of Mindanao 
while Sola and Tawi-Tawi are 
islands scattered to the south- 
west, 1,040 kilometres south of 
Manila. 

Davide avoided comment on 
criticisms that fee plan merely 
would fence off a poor region. ' 
The question of viability, be said, 
was for Mrs. Aquino and con- 
gress. 

Among areas rejecting the 
plan, Basiian province ana fee 
cities of Cotabato and Marawi aJl 
are Muslim-do minated - Cotabato 
iS' Maguindanao’s provincial 
capital and Marawi is the capital 
of Lanao Del Snr. 

In predo minan tly Chris tian 
areas, voters rejected the plan by 
margins as great as 40-to-l. 

The votes in favour were 
125,338 to 43,855 in Lanao Del ■ 
Sur, 76,717 to 45,670 in Maguin- 
danao, 99,911 to 35,245 in Sulu 
and 40,596 to 15,125 in Tawi- 


Tawi. 

The final tally showed 55.31 
per cent of fee 3.5 million voters 
m fee 13 provinces and nine cities 
voted in the referendum, with 72 
per cent rejecting fee plan. 

Asked about fee low turnout, 
Davide said: “This is a democra- 
cy, and in a democracy you only 
count the votes feat are cast 
because you are also given the 
freedom not to vote.” 

Vicente Delima, executive 
director of fee elections commis- 
sion, said the law creating fee 
autonomous region “was aimed 
for good but certain queer results 
followed” the referendum. 

He said some issues remain 
unsettled, such as where to put 
fee permanent seat of fee region- 
al government. The law creating 
the region -makes Cotabato city 
fee temporary seat, but Cotabato 
voted a gains t joining the region. 

The number of assemblymen is 
also in question, Delima said. 
The law- provides for three 
assemblymen from each voting 
district, but non-joiners Cotabato 
city and Marawi both axe parts of 
provincial distxicts. 

“How many regional repre- 


sentatives will fee districts (in 
Lanao Del Sur and Maguinda- 
nao) be entitled to considering 
that the cities are not included in 
fee autonomous region?” he 
asked. 

Delima said the regional gov- 
ernor, vice governor and assem- 
bly members should be elected 
before Feb. 17. 

Nut Misuari, chairman of the 
More National Liberation Front, 
the main Islamic rebel faction, 
has said he would wage a “holy 
war” no matter how the vote 
turned out. . 

Mrs. Aquino forged a ceasefire 
with the rebels in .1986. Peace 
talks collapsed in May 1987, 
but the ceasefire generally lias 
held. Talks broke down largely 
because Mrs. Aquino refused the 
front’s demands to declare all 13 
provinces part of the autonomous 
region without a referendum on 
tiie plan. 

Before the Muslim rebellion 
passed its peak, about 50,000 
people were killed and thousands 
more fled to the nearby Malay, 
sian state of Sabah. 


Finns mark 50th anniversary of the winter war 


HELSINKI, Finland (AP) — Fif- 
ty years after Russian troops in- 
vaded Finland and started the 
winter war, Finns are marking fee 
anniversary of their tiny nation’s 
courageous fight against a giant, 
neighbour. 

Finland lost the 105-day war. 
But (heir stand helped secure 
their independence in post-war 
Europe. 

The conflict, which may have 
been the coldest war in history, 
made famous fee Finnish white- 
dad “ghost army” moving steal- 
thily on skis. It proved a stronger 
force than fee Russians had ever 
expected. .“The Russians were 
badly organised and stock out 
like sore thumbs against the white 
snow in their dark uniforms,” 
said Captain Toivo Ahjopalo, 
who was a junior artillery officer. 


Though the Soviets were well 
equipped, their strategy and plan- 
ning were poor. Ahjopalo's artil- 
lery unit of two 57mm (2. 3-inch) 
guns killed 3,600 Soviets in 48 
hours. 

“It was too easy... almost 
shameful to kill them. The Rus- 
sians kept coming at ns in straight 
lines and our two guns picked 
them off like flies. The frozen 
laketop was awash wife blood,” 
Ahjopalo said. 

A new Finnish film called the 
Winter War will be premiered on 
Nov. 30, fee annivesary of fee 
outbreak of hostilities. Several 
books and articles have been re- 
cently published on the subject. 

In the era of glasnost, or open- 
ness, Soviet historians have in- 
creased their Casualty figures 
from less than 50,000 killed to 




SWEDEN 


l Pwiirmi t , ____ 

o A USSR 


Jm r.- 

Hr FINU^Dx. 




74,000, wife more than 200,000 
wounded. 

However, Finland estimates 
Russian casualties at nearly one 
million, a figure also hinted at in 
the memoirs of fee late Soviet 
leader Nikita Khrushchev. 

Finland, wife a population of 
3.7 million in 1939, lost 22,000 sol-- 
diers in 'battle and 43,000 
wounded. 

The question of who began the 
war has always been contentious. 

On Nov. 26, 1939, then Soviet 
Foreign Minister V.M. Molotov 
accused Finnish troops of shoot- 
ing at the Soviets across the joint 
border near the village of Manil- 
la, in south-eastern Finland. 

The Finns have consistently 
denied firing the “Mainila shots, 
and Soviet historians now say that 
Stalin used the incident as a 


pretext to invade Finland four 
days later. 

“It looks very likely that Stalin 
ordered the shots to be fired by 
his own troops," Alexander Don- 
garov, a Soviet Foreign Ministry 
researcher, told the Associated 
Press during a trip to Helsinki 

“The Soviets were worried ab- 
out developments in Europe and 

a possible German attack on their 

territory through Finland. Re- 
sides, there was great anti-Soviet 
feeling and mistrust in Finland at 
the time,” Dongaiov said. 

The winte r war was fought in 
temperatures dipping as low as 
-45 degrees Celsius (-49 Fah- 
renheit). The severe cold 
<ansed frostbite and hallucina- 
tions that forced officers to cut 
the time of guard duty from two 
hours to 30 minutes. 



Baby found In 
garbage pile 

NEW YORK (AP) — Asa fond- 
ly prepared to celebrate the 
A merican feast of Thanksgiving. 

one of its members beard a baby’s 
cry and rescued a newborn boy. 
from a garbage pile in the. snow. -. . 
The feast was delayed a day, but % 
“it was a beautiful Thanksgiving v: 
after all because we saved -a-^* 
baby’s fife,” said Floscefia Sauri->^" 
ders, whose nephew Robert^- 
Saunders. 31, tore through scvbfu^ 

al bags of garbage to find 

- 



to Phoenix House from another 
detention centre on Oct 31. 

Some of the 48 claim ed that 
security forces used martial arts 
to immobilise them during the 
move. 

The government earlier had 
denied that excessive force was 
used in tbs move. 

More than 50,000 Vietnamese 
who fled to Hong Kong by boat 
are languishing in squalid camps 
throughout the colony. Most 
most prove they fled political 
persecution to qualify for refugee 
status or face mandatory repatria- 
tion. 

Tensions in the camps have 
increased with the growing likeli- 
hood of forced repatriation. 


baby, estimated at about 2 hour*- 
old, bad been dumped in a phts^i^ 
bag in the stack of garbage 
side the apartment bufldmg^: 
where Mrs. Saunders fives. D 
tore said the baby s uf fered frbm}^ 
hypothermia, or exposure to tfe W~. 
cold, but was in stable 
The baby was discovered after^g. 
two children heard waffing 
alerted Saunders, who was waHk-T^. 
mg up the block to join his annt ^ 
Jot T han ksgiving dinner. ^*1 rip- 
ped through all the bags and 
the bottom of one bag there wja^r 
another bag wife the baby,” 
Saunder s. “I yelled up to tfe'jv 
women to get the oops and anr 
ambulance. It was unknown 
who put the baby in the trash or 
why. 

Drink-drive 
cocktail at 


t dan 


Thatcher’s popularity plunges — poll 


to challenge the woman whose 
cabinet he left in anger over 
policy disputes three years ago. 

Dissatisfaction has been tumb- 
ling in the party since Chancellor 
of fee Exchequer Nigel Lawson 
resigned last month after dashing 
vpth Thatcher. 

Veteran Conservative legisla- 
tor Sir Anthony Neyer publicly 
attacked her Friday, accusing her 
of putting herself forward as 
“president for fife” by saying she 
was prepared to fight two more 
elections as leader. 

He said he planned to run 
against her for the party lead- 
ership in a ballot early next 
month. 

Meyer stands no real chance of 
unseating Thatcher. But his can- 
didacy could sound out the extent 
of dissatisfaction with the prime 
minister and open the way for a 
later challenge from a stronger 
candidate. 


petrol station 

ABU DHABI (R) — Customers 
arriving at a petrol station in the 
United Arab Emirates were 
offered a drink-drive cocktail that 
tanked np more than just their - 
cars. The Emirates’ newspaper V 
Al Bayan has said that police 
arrested two attendants for sell- 
ing whisky as well as petrol to : 
drivers. “How would you like to 
fill up wife another bind of fuel?" 
the enterprising team would ask ■ 
customers. The UAE bans the 
public sale and consumption of 
akbobol by Muslims, in line wife 
the laws of many other Islamic 
countries. 


Playboy twins 
charged with 
tax evasion 
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MILWAUKEE (AP) — .The ; 
U.S. government claims twin, sis- - 
ters who appeared nude in Play- . 
boy magazine evaded income^ 
taxes on about $1 milK nn they .J 
were paid by an elderly man m. *g 
exchange for sex. An indictment -M 
■returned Tuesday charges Leigh |jj 
Ann Cooley of Milwaukee and 
her sister Lynette Harris df-NS 
Arlington, Texas, with fajUmgto. J 
report income for several yearil* 
beginning in 1984. The sisters* .M 
now 35, appeared nude together ^ 
in Playboy in 1981. They also; "J 
appeared in the movies *T f the 4 
Jury,” based on a Mickey Spit ' 
lame novel, and “Sorceress. 1 ' The ' ■ 
indictment alleged they were paid' 
over a four-year period by Dasid^- - 
Kritrik, a widower who dud June •’ 

1 at age 89. Kritri k founded . 
General Merchandising CO.^a 
mail order company riiat estab>~ - 
fished a chain ot rfiwnun t store 8 - 
Ms. Conley was paid a total of . 
$326,000 and Ms. Harrisrecerved - - 
$685,000, the government sawL 
Ms. Harris’ attorney, KmtMht : 
for, said the money was a gift, and 
didn't need to be repeated' as O • 
income. Assistant U.S. Attonley 
Mel S. Johnson said the twins - r 
were paid for sex. “It’s incomejf - 
it’s payment for services. It*s nbf 
income if it’s a gift,” Johnson , 
said. Muller suggested the. 


tions by Kritok’s son* Stanley, in/ - 
connection with a legal dispute V 
with Ms. Harris. 

Updates with more r 7 
demonstrations 

NEW YORK (AP) — Animal- 7 
rights activits have rallied azotmd * 
the nation to. protest fhrsataMm 
the one of basest dwrpng days • 
before Christmas, hoping— to ■ 
shame shoppers into abandoning' 
their quest for for-fined .gar--' . 
ments. In New York, popular 
television game show host- Bob'-. 
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